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Yet Another Accident
By Steve Messman

| hate this--writing about my
own accident. But then, the
greatest hopeis that others will
learn from my mistakes.

First of all, let me say
that this accident resulted from
pilot error, and nothing more.
Nothing about the particular site had anything to
do with this accident. In fact, an acquaintance of
mine had avery similar accident two years ago
at Lakeview, where thereis not asingle tree any-
where near launch. Again, this accident was
mine, and mine alone.

In thetime | have been flying, | have had
two “major” accidents. One resulted in no inju-
riesat all--pure luck. | discovered the meaning
of “parachutage’ and came to rest some 40 or so
feet below launch, having buried myself ankle
deep in very soft dirt that absorbed nearly all of
my impact. | realized then, that the reason | fell
out of the sky was because | drove up, threw my
wing out, and jumped, all without assessing the
situation. Thesignswerethere. | just didn’t
take the time to read them. This second time, |
found the meaning of awing collapse on launch.
Again, this happened because | did not pay at-
tention to the signs. | did not take the time to
become either physically or mentally prepared
for the results of launch. And, in this most re-
cent accident, | did not bring the wing down
when | knew | should have. | was overconfident
that | could control the situation.

S0, during this most recent mistake, | ar-
rived at launch. The cycles were ratty and
strong, but | didn’t pay attention to that. | knew
that they were not “too” ratty, or “too” strong.
One person launched. A second launched. Both
werefine. | set up my wing, and prepared to
launch. That was mistake one. They had done
what they should. They watched the weather
and its changes. They timed the cycles. They
listened to the strength of the winds. They
watched its movement through the trees. They
knew when cycles began, and when they ended.
They took the time to get in tune with the winds
and the hill. Those two who had launched suc-

cessfully had been on the hill for nearly an hour.
| had been there for minutes and did not take the
time to sit, to listen, to watch, to study, to be-
come in tune with the location.

| kited my wing overhead. It would not
remain steady. It twisted toward the south,
dropped awing tip, glided back to the west,
opened one tip only to drop another, and then, it
fell to the ground. The air was very unstable.

Be aware of the signs. This Dance of the Unsta-
ble Wing happened each time | brought the wing
overhead, twice, three times. Finally, thewing
flew overhead and was stable—until | reached
the edge. At the edge, one wing tip drooped
again, and filled. The second drooped, and filled
again. | took my time to kite the wing over my
head, to keep it stable. When | launched, the
wing was solid and full, but | had taken too long.
In two steps, | was airborne. Thiswas mistake
two. Had | sat on the hill, as| know | should to
assess the situation, | would have known the cy-
cles were strong, but passed quickly. Had | sat
on the hill to study, to assess conditions, | would
have been aware of thissign. | would have
dropped the wing immediately. But | did not. |
also did not depend on my own run to provide
airspeed. Within seconds of becoming airborne,
the wing went to mush. My airspeed had dimin-
ished because | had flown through the cycle, and
because | had aweak launch in previously men-
tioned conditions. One side collapsed. The
good wing flew around its pivot point back to-
ward the hillside, and | slammed into the ground
from some unknown altitude that | assume to be
20 or 30 feet.

Mistake three was not being mentally
prepared to be the pilot in command. Steer and
clear!! How many times have we heard this? It
needs to be amantra. |1 am convinced that one
should sit on the hill and meditate before launch-
ing, and while doing so, we should repeat certain
rules: steer and clear, look and turn (avoid target
fixation), in order to ingrain those rulesin our
brains. The really embarrassing part about this
accident, besides the fact that | had it, isthat |
didn’t do anything to avoid it once it devel oped.
| probably had less than five seconds to do any-
thing at all, but | did nothing. | saw the ground,

(Continued on page 4)




(Continued from page 3)
and | said to myself, “Thisisgoing to hurt.” |
literally fixated on the accident when | should
have fixated on recovery. | have no ideawhat
would have happened if | did steer and clear. |
have no idea what would have happened if |
would have focused on the sky rather than the
ground. | only know what happened as a result
of not.

So what do | say that could be used as
words of wisdom for both you and me?

1. | need to follow my own advice. | have had
an accident both times | did not follow this ad-
vice. Always, aways, always, spend time sitting.
Watch the birds. Listen to the winds. Timethe
cycles. Watch the clouds. Learn everything you
can about this site on this day at this moment.

2. Usethistimeto get yourself in tune with what
you are about to do. Be aware that as you take a
step into that cycle, you are entering one of the
two most dangerous periods of foot-launch flight.
Think about those rules. Steer and clear. Look
and turn. Long strides. Chest forward. Feel the
wing. Practice those in your mind until you can
feel your muscles respond.

3. Besensitivetothesigns. If something tells
you to bring the wing down before you launch,
then doit. Don’t ever be so confident that you
believe everything will be alright when the signs
indicate otherwise. Don’'t be afraid to wait afew
minutes. For that matter, don’t be afraid to drive
home without flying at all. Make certain that all
things possible are in your favor. If they are not,
then choose not to fly.

I’ve said this before. | will never believe that |
can fly acertain site or certain conditions a hun-
dred times without incident. | am not worried
about aflight 99 away from now. | am only con-
cerned about thisflight. Thissite. This moment.
My problem on this day, the cause of this acci-
dent, was that | was not concerned. | was not
concerned about conditions. | was not concerned
about my preparation. | was not concerned about
my abilities or my readiness. | only wanted to
fly, and | was not ready to do so. | was not ready
to be the pilot in command.
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June 22-24

June 17 - 23

June 24 -30

June 30 - July 4

Sept 14-16

Oct 19-21

Calendar 2007

* Bremer Campout
Rat Race at Woodrat

Paragliding Nationals
at Lakeview, Oregon

Umpteenth Annual
Festival of Free Flight
at Lakeview, Oregon

* Northern Lite Camp
out.

*Saddle Soar Campout

(*) denotes RPC sponsored activity




