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Th e  Saddle  Soar.....

did not h appen.  H ow ever, th e  RPC contributed to th e  Saddle M t. fund.

 

Th e  CBCC th ank s  all RPC'ers .

ph oto by:  Mik e  Gre en

De ce m be r 2007
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Th ough ts from  th e  Pre s.

By th e  tim e  you read th is , w e  w ill h ave pasted 

th e  w inter solstice  - finally! 

Th e  flying around h e re  th e  

last few  m onth s  h as  be en 

pretty bleak .  Th ink ing 

back , m y last fligh t w as  th e  

inaugural one of th e  new  

East Dog launch  w ith  

Steve in Novem ber. 

H opefully, th e re  w ill be  

som e  nice  flying days  ah ead in th e  rem ainder of 

th is  year.  Th is  m ay just be  a dream  as  th e re  is  

only one w e e k  left in th e  year and th e  storm s  

continue  to stream  in one  after th e  oth er.  At least 

th e  days  w ill soon be  getting longer.

I h ave be en reading Wayne’s  reports  every oth er 

day and w is h ing I w as  not so busy at w ork  so 

th at I could travel south .  It h as  be en a busy year 

for m e  and look s  lik e  it is  going to continue  th at 

w ay for th e  next s ix m onth s  or so.  W ith  spring 

approach ing, I'm  h oping for som e  opportunitie s  

to snag som e  cros s -country fligh ts .

In Decem ber, w e  gath ered for our club's  h oliday 

aw ards  banq uet.  Doug and Lois  did a great job 

w ith  th e  aw ards  and s etting up for th e  banq uet. 

Th e  food w as  great w ith  plenty to go around. 

Th ank s  again Doug, and th ank s  for your 

leaders h ip over th e  past year.  Doug w as  elected 

to be  th e  club's  safety director.  I am  look ing 

forw ard to h is  discours e s  on safety th is  com ing 

year.

W ith  January just around th e  corner, it is  tim e  to 

get togeth e r for our annual re s e rve repack .  O ur 

parach ute s  get just one  day to breath e  fre s h  air 

before  w e  q uick ly pack  th em  back  in th e  bag for 

anoth er year.  W ith  th at in m ind, th is  is  also a 

great tim e  to unpack  th e  re st of our gear and 

th orough ly ch eck  it out.

I am  look ing forw ard to m e eting our th e  new  

m em bers  at th e  upcom ing outings  th at RPC w ill 

be  sponsoring th is  next s eason.  Steve w ill be  

k e eping everyone posted on th e  activitie s  in 

advance .

Tak e  care  and fly safe .

Kim  Sm ith
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Th e  RPC Social Sce ne

Dear Santa,

I h ave to tell you, I 

stopped believing th at 

you w ere  a good guy a 

long tim e  ago.  I w is h  I 

h adn’t be en forced to, 

but Was h ington State 

m ade  m e  do it.  Ye s , you read th at correctly, th e  

state  m ade  m e .  I no longer cons ider you to be  a 

good elf, Santa.

W h y?  You m igh t as k .  Let m e  tell you.  You are  

suppos ed to be  so m agical.  You deliver toys  to 

alm ost s ix billion people in a s ingle nigh t. 

Som e h ow , you get all th os e  gifts  into a sle igh  

th at’s  not m uch  bigger th an a Ch evy Suburban.  I 

still h aven’t figured th at one  out.  And, you m ust 

h ave a m anufacturing facility up th e re  in th at 

frozen w asteland th at’s  larger th an th e  sum  total 

of all of Ch ina’s  toy m anufacturers .  H ow  is  th at 

pos s ible?  You can get into any h ous e , and 

m ostly, you sneak  in th rough  ch im neys .  H ow  do 

you do all th at stuff?  M agic!  And h ow  do you 

get into th e  h ous e  even if th at ch im ney goe s  into 

a closed stove, or a gas -burning h eater, or even a 

real fire?  M agic!  M agic, you w e ird elf!  So, if 

you are  so full of m agic, w h y, w h en I h ave as k ed 

you every year for th e  past s even years , can’t 

you bring Was h ington State som e  decent w inter 

w eath er?  W h at’s  w ith  all th is  rain?  Rain, every 

day!  And th e  w ind?  You give us  e ith e r no w ind, 

or w ind th at’s  blow ing th e  w rong direction, or 

w ind th at’s  scream ing along at a h undred m ile s  

an h our.  Can’t you us e  th at m agic to bring us  a 

little ch ange, for a ch ange?  O h !   I forgot! 

You’re  no longer one  of th e  good guys .

I suppos e  you could claim  th at you gave m y 

paragliding club th at cool, h ard w ork ing social 

director.  Big deal!  H e  can’t do beans  unles s  you 

give us  th e  w eath er h e  ne eds .  H e  trie s , God 

bles s  h is  soul.  H e  sch edules  all k inds  of events  

and h as  all k inds  of th ings  planned— lik e  th e  

parach ute  repack  th at w ill h appen in February 

(probably).Th at’s  an indoor event, I m igh t add. 

H e’s  also putting togeth e r a calendar for us  all 

th at w ill include trips  to Ebey, Ch elan, Spok ane , 

Lak eview , Saddle, Goat, and w h o k now s  w h e re  

else .  But gue s s  w h at.  H is  calendar stops  

som etim e  around O ctober and doe sn’t start back  

up until M arch  or so— if w e’re  luck y.  Six 

m onth s  of rotten flying w eath er just suck s .  But, 

m y gue s s  is  th at you don’t even care .  After all, 

you can fly anytim e  you w ant, s ince  your flying 

re inde er can get th rough  all th e  sam e  w eath er 

th at th e  post office  can get th rough .  You k now ; 

ne ith e r rain, nor sleet, nor h ail.  But gue s s  w h at, 

again.  W e can’t fly our w ings  in th e  sam e  

w eath er you can fly your sle igh .  W e really ne ed 

a ch ange .  W h y can’t you us e  th at m agic of 

yours  to at least bring us  som e  decent w e e k end 

w eath er?

Th at w ould be  good!  If you w ant to get back  on 

m y good-guy list, just bring us  som e  decent 

w eath er for a couple of w e e k ends .  I don’t w ant 

to be  gre edy.  W e could us e  som e  suns h ine , 

about 50 degre e s , w inds  in any direction from  5 

to 10 m ile s  per h our, but NO  RAIN!  A couple of 

th os e  good w e e k ends  in January, February, and 

M arch  w ould be  great!  You still h ave tim e  for 

one  in Decem ber, too.  Us e  th at m agic of yours  

for som eth ing be s ide s  s q ue ezing your fat butt 

dow n a ch im ney.  If you do, a w h ole bunch  of us  

w ould really appreciate  it, and you.

W h at do I w ant for Ch ristm as?  I w ant you, 

Santa, to be  back  on m y good-guy list.  You 

k now  w h at to do.

Steve

Gonna find out w h o's  

naugh ty or nice !
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A H igh e r Calling

by Jim  Baldo

W inter in th e  Pacific 

North w e st is  not k now n 

for its  great flying 

opportunitie s .  In fact, 

th ey are  pretty bleak  for 

paragliding.  But you 

never k now  w h en th at 

next great fligh t is  righ t 

around th e  corner or just 

over th e  next ris e .

Cliffs ide  is  a very popular place to fly th is  tim e  

of year.  It h as  provided m any enjoyable w inter 

fligh ts  and I'm  sure  it w ill continue  to do so long 

into th e  future .  O n th is  particular day, th e  

forecast w as  encouraging calling for a 10 k not 

w ind.  Arriving at th e  LZ , tak ing a q uick  look  at 

th e  flag located acros s  th e  Colum bia river at th e  

Joh n Day Dam , provided a dism al s igh t.  It w as  

h anging lim ply from  its  m ast.  Th ere  w ere  a few  

paragliders  already in th e  air revealing th e  air 

w as  boaty but not q uite  enough  to sustain fligh t. 

Since  th e re  is  little s ens e  to drive for tw o h ours  

and not h ik e  th e  relatively easy trail to launch , I 

q uick ly laced up m y boots , put m y pack  on m y 

back , and h eaded up th e  h ill.

O n th e  eastern slope, th e  one  above th e  

alum inum  plant, th e re  are  tw o m ain launch e s . 

Th is  day I continued past th e  low er launch  and 

h eaded for th e  one  h igh e r up only anoth er five 

m inute s  aw ay.  Th is  upper launch  is  graced by a 

s ingle tre e .  In th e  sum m er m onth s  it provide s  a 

luxury found at no oth er Cliffs ide  launch  –  

s h ade .  Today, th at tre e  w ould provide  no 

benefit.  O n reach ing th e  tre e , I paus ed to look  at 

th e  lone paraglider now  decorating th e  s k y.  Th e  

pilot h ad found som e  lift in front of th e  cliff and 

w as  able to m aintain altitude .  Th e  next glider to 

launch  w as  not as  fortunate and h eaded  to th e  

river to length en its  glide .  Th is  w as  a route m ost 

pilots  w ere  tak ing th is  day.  I could do th e  sam e  

or I could extend m y ride  by h ik ing h igh e r on th e  

h ill, som eth ing I've alw ays  w anted to do.

And so, up I w ent.  After five m inute s , I w as  

pas s ing th e  top m ost launch , one  th at h as  not 

be en us ed for m any years  but one  th at h olds  

s entim ental value .  It w as  th e  one  I us ed on m y 

very first h igh  fligh t.  From  h e re  th e  trail is  le s s  

evident and th e  slope ste eper.  Up I continued, 

only occas ionally follow ing th e  anim al trails as , 

for th e  m ost part, th ey travers ed th e  gorge  rim . 

Back  and forth  I tre k k ed continually gaining 

altitude  and occas ionally cros s ing scre e .  H e re , 

th e  footing w as  m ore  treach erous  and each  step 

h ad to be  carefully planned.  So it w ent for 

tw enty m inute s  w ith  m y enth us iasm  draining 

along w ith  m y energy.  Th e  top of th e  gorge  w as  

still far above pok ing out above th e  fre ezing 

level and dre s s ed in a th in layer of frost.  At th e  

frost line  w as  a spars e  row  of tre e s .  I m ade  th at 

m y goal, one  I reasoned I could m ak e  in anoth er 

20 m inute s .  

M y legs , alth ough  not w obbly, w ere  q uick ly 

draining of energy re sulting in m ak ing m y 

footing le s s  steady.  Th e  surface h e re  w as  also 

m ore  difficult to navigate as  it cons isted of a 

layer of scre e  w h ich  h ad long s ince  be en filled 

w ith  dirt.  M y lungs  rem ained surpris ingly strong 

but I found m ys elf tak ing sm all break s  to 

replenis h  th e  energy re s e rve s  in m y legs .  After 

20 m inute s , th e  tre e  line  w as  w ith in easy reach . 

A few  m inute s  later I w as  pas s ing th e  first 

scrubby tre e s .  H e re , th e  tips  of th e  s h ort w e eds  

w ere  w h ite .  M y h ik e  w as  over and now  I ne eded 

to find a suitable place to launch .

I w as  faced w ith  tw o problem s .  Th e  first w as  th e  

direction of th e  w ind w h ich  w as  m ost definitely 

cros s  and even pos s ibly dow n slope .  I travers ed 

clos er to th e  ravine .  H e re  th e  w ind felt better 

alth ough  still som ew h at cros s .  I k new  th at once 

th e  glider w as  up and stabilized, it w ould be  easy 

to launch  tow ard th at ravine  and m ak e  th e  s h ort 
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2008 Club O ffice rs

Pre s ide nt K im  Sm ith

Vice  Pre s ide nt Mik e  McIntyre

Se cre tary Kath y Sm ith

Tre asure r Kath y Sm ith

D ire ctor (Social) Ste ve  Me s sm an

Dire ctor (Safe ty) Doug Ette r

Ne w sle tte r Jim  Baldo

Pleas e  contribute  your storie s  and ph otos  

to th e  new sletter.  W ith out your 

contributions , th is  new sletter can not exist.

Th e  subm is s ion deadline  for th e  next 

new sletter is  Jan. 25th .

glide  to th e  front of th e  gorge  w all.

Th e  s econd problem  w as  th e  ground.  It w as  

covered w ith  s h arp, jagged rock s  ranging in s ize  

from  softballs to bas k etballs.  Th ey repre s ented a 

sleeping trap w aiting to ensnare  unsuspecting 

line s  m ercile s sly tearing th e ir s h eath ing or 

com pletely s evering th em .  Patience  and a ligh t 

touch  w ould be  th e  k ey to a succe s sful launch .

Carefully, I laid out m y glider and tried inflating 

before  clipping in.  As  th e re  w as  som e  w ind, th e  

glider rustled anxiously w h ile I stepped dow n to 

th e  ris e rs .  I gently tugged th e  A's .  As  th e  glider 

began to inflate, I felt m y C's  go taut.  A line  h ad 

snagged.  I q uick ly releas ed th e  pre s sure , cleared 

th e  offending line , and tried again.  Again I w as  

m et w ith  re s istance .  Returning to th e  glider, I 

fre ed th e  culprit line  along w ith  oth ers  th at 

look ed suspicious .  At th is  point I decided to clip 

in th ink ing th at if th e  glider did inflate, I m ay 

w ant to im m ediately launch .  Now  w ith  m y 

brak e  toggles  in h and, I tried inflating for a th ird 

tim e .  And for a th ird tim e , m y line s  snagged.

It w as  tim e  for a different tech niq ue .  I ros etted 

th e  glider clearing snagged line s  as  I w ent. 

Placing th e  loos ely ros etted glider on th e  ground, 

I laid out th e  bundled line s  as  I back ed slow ly 

dow n th e  slope .  M y fourth  attem pt w as  gre eted 

w ith  som e  succe s s .  Due to th e  cros s  w ind, th e  

dow nh ill s ide  led th e  w ay as  th e  glider inflated, 

dragging th e  uph ill line s  acros s  th e  slope and 

snagging th em  once m ore .  Th e  tech niq ue  h eld 

prom is e  but again patience  along w ith  aborting 

q uick ly before  any line s  w ere  allow ed to drag, 

w ould be  k ey.

Th e  fifth  attem pt w as  a th ing of beauty.  Th e  

center cells inflated and slow ly ros e  from  th e  

ground.  O ne  by one  th e  deflated cells on 

oppos ing s ide s  w ere  lifted.  Still h igh e r th e  w ing 

progre s s ed tak ing th e  line s  and nylon w ith  it 

until its  lifele s s  tips  cleared th e  terrain.  At th is  

point, I countered th e  w ing's  ascent allow ing th e  

s ide s  to inflate and cascade  into life .  I gently 

allow ed th e  w ing to s ettle back  to earth  now  

s itting in th e  s h ape  of a very w ell form ed w all. 

O ne last gentle tug, and th e  w ing sprang to life  

cleanly clim bing overh ead.  A q uick  turn, a few  

steps , and I w as  lifted into th e  sm ooth  Cliffs ide  

air continuing yet anoth er paragliding adventure .




