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Th ough s rom tte Pres.

By te time you read tiis,we willhaw pastd
tewintersoltice - finaly!
The fl¥ing around here te
Bstfew monts has been
pretty b Bak. Thinking
back,my Bstflightwas te
inaugurallone ofte new
EastDog Bunch wit

" S\ in Nowenm ber.

H opefu ¥, tere wilbe
some nice fling days ahead in te rem ainder of
tis year. This may gusthe adream as tere is
onk one week Bftinte yearand te storms
continue o stream inone afer te otier. Atlast
tie days wilkoon be getting bnger.

I hawe been reading Wayne s report e\xery oter
day and wishing I was notso busy atw ork so
tatl coull ttave kout . Ithas been abusy year
forme and boks ke itis going © continue t at
way for e nextsixmontis orso. Wit spring
approach ing, I'm hoping for som e opportunites
1t snag som e cross-country fllgh &.

InDecember,we gatiered for our clib’s h o Iday

aw ards banquet Doug and Lois did a greatjob
wit te awards and setting up for te banquet
The food was greatw it p Enty © go around.
Thanks again Doug, and t anks for your
Badership over te pastyear. Dougw as e Bckd
 be te clib% safety direcor. 1am boking
forward © his discourses on safety tis com ing
year.

Wit Jnuary justaround e comer, itis ime ©
gettoget er for our annuallresene repack. Our
parach uts getjustone day © breate fresh air
before we quick ¥ pack tem back in te bag for
anoteryear. Wit tatinmind, tis is aloa
greattime © unpack te restofour gear and
torough b check itout

lan boking forw ard © m eeting our te new
mem bers att e upcom ing outings tatRPCw il
be sponsoring B is nextseason. Sewe wilbe
keeping exeryone postd on te actimMties in
advance.

Take care and Tl safe.
Kim Smit
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Th e RPC Socia ISce ne

Dear Santa,

Ihawve © € Byou, |
stopped be leving t at
you were agood guy a
bng time ago. Iwish |
hadn’theen forced 1,
butW ash ington Stat
made me do it Yes,youread tatcorrectl, te
stak made me. 1 no bnger consideryou 1o be a
good ¢ K, Santa.

Why2?Youmightask. Letme & Byou. You are
supposed 1o be som agicall You de Ier toys ©
ahostsix bi lon peop b inasing ¥ nigh t

Som ehow, you getalkt ose gife into as Righ
tats notm uch bigger t an a Chewy Suburban. |
sti lh aven’tfigured t atone out And,youmust
hawe am anufacturing faci lty up tere in b at
frozenwast bnd tats hrgertan te sum total
ofalofChina*s toy m anufacturers. H ow is tat
possib B2You can getinto any h ouse, and

m osth, you sneak in trough chimneys. H ow do
you do alib atstuffF?Magic! And how do you
getinto te house exen ift atchim ney goes into
achbsed stowe, oragas-buming heatr, oreven a
realfire ?M agic! Magic,youweirde B So,if
you are so fu lMofm agic,why,when I'haw asked
you e\ery year for tie pastse\en years, can’t
you bring Wash ington Stak som e decentw intr
weatier?Whats wit allbis rain?Rain, e\ery
day! And te wind?You give us eiternowind,
orwind tats b bwing te wrong direction, or
wind tats scream ing abng atahundred m i Bs
an hour. Can’tyou use t atm agic o bring us a
Itth change, forachange2?0h! | forgot
You’re no bngerone oftie good guys.

I suppose you cou B chim tatyou gave my
parag Iding clib © atcoo Bhard w ork ing sociall
director. Bigdeall H e can’tdo beans un lss you
give us e weaterhe needs. H e tries, God
bBsshissoull Heschedulls alkinds ofevent
and has allkinds oftings p hnned- ke te
parach ut repack t atw i lhappen in February
(probab b). Thats an indoor exent, I m igh tadd.

H e allo putting togeter acalindar forus all
tatw i Minchide trips © Ebey, Che bn, Spok ane,

RPC News Bter

LakeMew, Sadd B, Goat,and who knows where
e Be. Butguess what H is calbndar stops

som etim e around O ctober and doesn’ts tartback
up unti MM arch orso- ifwe’re licky. Six
monts ofroten fhing weatier ustsucks. But,
my guess is © atyou don’te\en care. Aferall
you can Tl anytim e you w ant, since your fling
reindeer can gett rough alibe same weater
tatte postoffice can gettirough. You know ;
neitier rain, nors ket norhaill Butguess what,
again. We can’tfl ourwings intie same

weat eryou can T yours RBigh. We reall need
achange. Why can”tyou use t atm agic of
yours 10 at Bastbring us som e decentw eek end
weater?

Thatwou l be good! Ifyou wantt getback on
my good-guy Bt gustbring us some decent
weat er foracoup B ofweekends. 1don™twant
1 be greedy. We cou M use som e sunsh ine,
about50 degrees, winds in any direction from 5
© 10 mils perhour, butNO RAIN! A coup I of
t ose good weekends in Jnuary, February, and
March woull be greatl You sti lhawe time for
one in Decem ber, ©o. Use tatm agic ofyours
for som et ing besides squeezing your fatbutt
downachimney. Ifyoudo,awhol bunch ofus
wou ll reall} appreciat it and you.

Whatdo I wantfor Christn as 21w antyou,
Santa, © be back onmy good-guy Ikt You
know whatt do.

Sk\£
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A Higher Calhg

by dm Ballo

Winkrin te Pacific
Nortiwestis notk now n
for it greatfling
opportunities. In fact,
tiey are pretty b Bak for
parag Ilding. Butyou
nexerknow when tat
nextgreatflgh tis righ t
around tie corneror st
O\er te nextrise.

CHside is avery popubrphbce o T tis time
ofyear. Ithas proMded m any enjoyab B winter
fligh & and I'm sure itw i Mcontinue © do so bng
into te future. On tis particu br day, tie
forecastw as encouraging caling for a 10 k not
wind. Arriving atte LZ , tking aquick bok at
te flg bcakd across te Colim biariver atte
DhnDay Dam , promded adism akight Itwas
hanging Imnp ¥ from it mast There were afew
parag lders alleady intie airrexealing te air

w as boaty butnotquit enough © sustain fligh t
Since tiere is Ktth sense © drive for o hours
and nothike te re htive ¥ easy trai ko hunch, |
quick ¥ kced upmy boot, putmy pack onmy
back ,and headed up tehill

Onteeastrmsbpe, e one abowe te

allminum pBnt tiere are twomain Runches.
This day I continued pasttie bwer Bunch and
headed for tie one higherup onl anoter five
minuts aw ay. This upper Bunch is graced by a
singl tree. Intesummermonts itproMdes a
Lixury found atno ot er CHEide Bunch -
shade. Today, t attree wou B promMde no
benefit Onreaching te tree, I paused © bok at
tie bne parag lder now decorating te sky. The
pi bthad found som e Htin frontofte cHfand
was ab B o maintain alitude. The nextg lder ©
Bunch was notas fortunat and headed © te
river © Engtenit glde. This was arout most
pibt were &king tis day. Icoulidotesame
or Il coull extnd my ride by hikinghigheron te
hilsometing I\e albays wantd t do.

And so,up Iwent Aferfive minuks, lwas
passing tie top m ost kunch , one t ath as not
been used for m any years butone t atho Bs
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sentimentavalie. Itwas tie one lused onmy
\ery firsthigh flight Fom here te trai lis Bss
eMdentand te s bpe steper. Up I continued,
onl occasional fo Bbw ing te anim alktrai I as,
for te mostpart tey traversed te gorge rim .
Back and fort | trekked continual gaining
alitude and occasiona ¥ crossing scree. H ere,
te footing was m ore treacherous and each sep
had 0 be carefu l¥ p Bnned. So itwentfor
wenty minues wit my entusiasm draining
abngwit myenergy. The top ofte gorge was
st lfar abo\e pok ing outabowe te freezing
I\ Band dressed inat in Ryer offrost Atte
frost Ene was asparse row oftrees. I'made tat
my goallone I reasoned | coul make inanoter
20 m inuts.

My Bgs,abough notwobb ¥, were quick ¥
draining ofenergy resuling inm akingmy
footing Bss steady. The surface here was allo
m ore difficu ko navigat as itconsistd ofa
Byerofscree which had bngsince been fi ld
wit dirt My Hlings rem ained surprising ¥ strong
butl found m yse Ftaking sm albreaks ©

rep Enish te energy resenes inmy Bgs. Afer
20m inutes, te tree Ene was wit ineasy reach.
Afw minuts kerlwas passing te first
scrubby trees. Here,te tips ofte shortweeds

i

were white. My hike was overand now | needed
1 find asuitah ¥ phce © hunch.

Iwas faced wit o prob Bms. The fistwas te
direction ofte wind which was m ostdefinite ¥
cross and exen possib b down s bpe. | raversed
chsertotie ravne. Here tie wind fe kbetier
abough stilsomewhatcross. Iknew tatonce
te glderwas up and stabi Bzed, itw ou M be easy
0 hunch toward t atramMne and m ake te short
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gllde ©o tie frontofte gorge wall

The second prob Bm was te ground. Itwas

covered wit sharp, jagged rocks ranging in size
from softbal © basketbal. They representd a
s Beping trap w aiting 10 ensnare unsuspecting
Ines merciBss ¥ aring teirsheat ing or

gi*+’-!.t_u.
== "“-_ﬁ_‘ -
comple ¥ se\.ermg tem Patlence and a Ight
touch woull be tie key  asuccessfu lkunch .

Careful¥, | hid outmy glder and tried infhting
before clpping in. As tere was some wind, te
g Mder rusthd anxious ¥ whill 1 sepped down ©
te risers. I genth tugged te A%. As te glder
began © inflke, | £ Emy C%S go taut A HIne had
snagged. lquick ¥ re Based te pressure, c bared
te offending Ene, and tried again. Again | was
metwit resistance. Returning © tie g lder, |
freed te cubritine abngwit oters tat

bok ed suspicious. Attis pointl decided © cllp

intinking t atifte glderdid infhe, I m ay
want® immediat ¥ hunch. Now wit my
brake tbgg Bs inhand, | tried inflkting foratird
time. And foratird ime,my Enes snagged.

Itwas time for adiflerentechnique. | rosetied
tie glder charing snagged Enes as lwent
Phcing te bose ¥ rosetied glder on te ground,
| hid outtie bund Bd HEnes as | backed s bw ¥
downtesbpe. My fourt atem ptw as greetd
with some success. Due @ tie cross wind, te
downhilkide Bd teway as te glderinfhed,
dragging te uphillnes across te s bpe and
snagging tem once more. The €chnique he B
prom ise butagain patience abng wit aborting
quick ¥ before any Enes were albwed t drag,
woul be key.

The fifh atem ptwas ating ofbeauty. The
centrce B infheed and s bw ¥ rose from te
ground. One by one tie deflkied ce M on
opposing sides were Ifed. Stlhigherte wing
progressed &k ing te Enes and nybnwit it
unt lit B Bss tips chared te €rrain. Attis
point, I countred te wing's ascentalbwing te
sides © inflhe and cascade into . | genty
albwed te wing o setth back 0 eart now
siting in te shape ofavery we Bformed wall
One Bstgenth tug, and te wing sprang © e
chlan¥ cmbing onerhead. A quick turn, afew
stps,and lwas Hedinto te smoot CHEide
air continuing yetanot er parag lding ad\enture.
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