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Look ing Forw ard, Look ing Back
by Jim  Baldo

W h ere  h as  th e  year gone?  Th ink ing back , 
m y past  m em orie s  are  som ew h at fuzzy.  It's  
s e em s  th is  past year pre s ented le s s  
opportunitie s  for fligh t.  But as  th e  fog of 
m y m em ory slow ly parts , th e  revelation is  
th at th e  year m igh t h ave be en different th an 
years  past, but just as  rew arding.

Over th e  years , m y enjoym ent of th is  sport h as  ch anged.  M y original 
enth us iasm  to fulfill a de s ire  of fligh t h as  dim inis h ed but not all togeth er 
disappeared.  Just now , im agining th at I am  traveling betw e en th e  clouds  
look ing dow n on th e  earth  below , I can fe el a tingling of excitem ent in m y 
ch e st.  But I've grow n to realize , th e re  are  oth er aspects  of th is  sport th at I've 
grow n to ch e ris h .

I've h eard told th at in th e  sport of paragliding, 
th e  flying is  th e  easy part; launch ing and 
landing pre s ent th e  real ch allenge s .  For m e , 
launch ing alw ays  provide s  a th rill.  Now  som e  
of you m ay say th at th is  is  becaus e  I still fly at 
th e  Toutle w h e re  th e  tre e  grow th  h as  provided 
additional com plexitie s .  W h ile th is  m ay be  
true , independent of th e  s ite , I alw ays  w ant 
m y launch  to be  picture  perfect.  It's  a difficult 
outcom e to ach ieve but attem pting to do so 
h elps  put m e  in th e  correct state of m ind for 
flying.  Paying close  attention to th e  details is  
im portant and th e  m ore  I fly, th e  m ore  difficult 
paying attention to details becom e s . O f cours e  
th e  details are  critical during all aspects  of fligh t.

Wayne  M axw e ll Launch ing
Black  Cap, Lak e vie w , OR



2

Landing is  also a ch allenge .  Be ing able to accom plis h  
a soft, no step landing is  an adm irable goal but one  for 
th is  pilot, th at is  rarely ach ieved.  W h ile landing, th e re  
are  m any details to cons ider som e  of w h ich  are  not 
clearly revealed until very late in th e  landing s e q uence . 
Add to th is  tas k , landing in an unfam iliar LZ , and even 
th e  s im ply decis ions  can becom e m uch  m ore  difficult.

But th ere  is  anoth er aspect of paragliding I've really 
com e to enjoy.  O n s everal occas ions ,  I've flow n alone 
but in all of th os e  fligh ts , I've felt as  if th e re  w as  
som eth ing m is s ing.  Flying alone re q uire s  a som ew h at 

s h ifted view point to really enjoy, one  th at focus e s  m ore  w h olly on e ith e r th e  ch allenge s  of fligh t or th e  
beauty of nature .  Th e  som eth ing th at is  m is s ing w h en flying alone is  s h aring th e  s k y w ith  friends .

Friends h ips  are  inevitable for paragliding pilots  as  w e  all s h are , on som e  level, s im ilar ne eds .  W e are  
usually th rust togeth e r by w eath er and 
econom ical conditions  th at lim it flying 
opportunitie s  to a specific geograph ical area.  But 
as  is  alw ays  th e  cas e , th is  gath ering of pilots  
brings  a gath ering of ne eds  and value s  and th e s e  
are  rarely th e  sam e  from  pilot to pilot.  As  is  
alw ays  th e  cas e , th e s e  divers e  re q uirem ents  align 
th e  m em bers  - for better or w ors e  - and th is  
alignm ent can som etim e s  overs h adow  th e  original 
reason w h y  th e  people are  gath ered in th e  first 
place –  to fly (or not?)  If w e  can rem ain h one st 
to ours elves  and accepting th at th e  ne eds  and 
value s  of oth ers  m ay not be  th e  sam e  as  our ow n, 
and be  accepting th at on a personal level w e 
w on't alw ays  s e e  eye  to eye  w ith  our fellow  
pilots , th en w e  can enjoy th e  flying experience  for 
w h at it is .  If w e  los e  s igh t of th is , th e  experience  w ill be  tainted and w e 'll be  le s s  inclined to partak e  of 
th e  experience  in th e  future .  In any cas e , th e  overall experience , or at least h ow  w e  perce ive it, w ill 
dictate our future  actions .

But I've digre s s ed.  Th is  past year h as  provided m e  w ith  opportunitie s  to fly at locations  I h aven't 
vis ited in th e  past.  Th is  past year h as  provided m e  opportunitie s  to s h are  th e  s k y w ith  pilots  I've 
previously m et, pilots  th at I've m et for th e  first tim e , and som e  th at I've never m et at all.  It h as  
provided m e  opportunitie s  to fly in unfam iliar surroundings  w ith  unfam iliar ch allenge s .  It h as  
provided m e  w ith  opportunitie s  to add clarity to m y fligh ts  and m ak e  decis ions  th at w ere  not bas ed on 
be ing fam iliar w ith  a fly s ite .  It h as  opened up m y m ind to th e  ch allenge s  of fligh t and h as  stirred m y 
craving for fligh t even m ore .  Ye s , th ink ing back , th e  experience  h as  be en rew arding.  Alth ough  it 
contained som e  anger, tens ion, and fear, th e s e  negative fe elings  w ere  greatly overs h adow ed by th e  
laugh ter, joy, and excitem ent th at th is  year h as  h eld.

And now , I anxiously aw ait for a new  s eason of fligh t, a new  s eason of discovery, and a new  s eason of 
life .



3

Vulture  R idge
by M ik e  McIntyre

It’s  a Sunday in m id Novem ber, and very cloudy all th rough  th e  
peninsula, so none of m y local buddie s  w ant to go out.  W ith  noth ing to 
do, I th ough t I m igh t h ave a look  at Vulture  R idge , a sm all but very bald 
footh ill on th e  south  flank  of M ount Walk er, about 30 m ile s  from  h e re .

All th e  w ay th e re , I’m  s e e ing m oderately low  clouds  covering th e  tops  
of th e  m ountains .  O n a day lik e  today, all our m ountain s ite s  w ere  
surely clouded in.  Arriving at th e  south  s ide  of M ount Walk er it 

ligh tens  up a little, and th e re  is  actually a sm all blue h ole, m ore  or le s s  directly above Vulture , so I’m  
starting to fe el m ore  optim istic.  W h en I get th e re , a m ere  ten m inute drive off th e  h igh w ay, th e re  is  a 
steady bre eze  of about 8-10 com ing directly out of th e  south , w h ich  is  cros s  but expected h e re , as  th e  

ridge  face is  oriented m ore  to 
th e  south w e st.

W ell, th is  is  just about perfect 
for a first blus h , so I lay out, do 
m y prefligh t (R1234RTS), and 
let it inflate .  R igh t aw ay th is  is  
intere sting, becaus e  w ith  about 
45% cros s , th is  m ild cliff lik e  
launch  s ite  produce s  a little 
m ech anical turbulence 
com bined w ith  m ore  average 
lift on th e  cliff s ide , w h ich  
varie s  from  th e  ground to glider 
level, and m ak e s  it de s irable to 
be  able to teas e  th e  a’s  and c’s  
to k e ep ‘er up th e re  and get ‘er 
stabilized.  I could be  a lot 
better w ith  m ore  practice , but 
am  grateful to h ave learned 

som e  of th is  cliff and/or strong w ind k iting tech niq ue  by w atch ing and listening to Wade M axw ell 
(Wayne’s  son), and th en practicing it 
w ith  Ole at North  Beach .  So I didn’t 
h ave to s et it back  dow n, w h ich  is  also 
de s irable h e re  becaus e  th e re  is  a lot of 
h alf-burned w ood on th e  ground, all 
ready to black en m y s h iny red glider 
if I let it.

Becaus e  of th e  cliff lik e  aspect h e re , 
it’s  a little m ore  bouncy and buoyant 
th an you m igh t expect in th is  ligh t 
w ind, and I get lofted a couple of 
tim e s  w alk ing it to th e  edge , th en just 
k ite  th e re  until a little puff lifts  m e  off 
and I'm  flying.  Th e  eagles  h ave 
s h ow n m e  w h e re  th e  lift is , but 
th ey’re  better pilots  th an I am , so 
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w h ile th ey w ork  it for a few  circles  and th en bench  back  
and up M ount Walk er, I only m anage to stay at launch  
level for h alf a dozen pas s e s  or so, before  flying out to m y 
ch os en LZ  (one  out of m any).  Th e  w h ole fligh t lasts  
about 6 m inute s , m axim um  of 120 up and 200 dow n. 
Elevation difference  from  launch  to lz is  about 250 fe et. 
Conditions  w ere  just about righ t for tak ing no ch ance s  and 
th e  first ever fligh t h e re .

So w h y in th e  w orld w ould I still be  intere sted in such  a 
dink y s ite , w h at w ith  2bear and Brinnon just up th e  valley?  W ell, as  m entioned before , today 2bear and 
Brinnon w ere  clouded in solid w ith  no ch ance, so it w as  Vulture  or noth ing, and I could fly Vulture  solo 
and w alk  back  to th e  car.  Also, next spring w h en 2bear, Brinnon, and Blyn are  still inacce s s ible due  to 
snow , I’m  pretty sure  th at Vulture  w ill be  available. 
O n th e  s everal tim e s  I’ve be en out th e re , I’ve alw ays  
s e en vulture s  or eagles  soaring, and th ey alm ost 
alw ays  fly back  th e  ridge  to bench  up M ount Walk er.

Som e day w h en conditions  are  righ t and w e’ve 
figured it out, one  of us  w ill catch  th at little extra lift 
th at th e  birds  are  s h ow ing us , gain enough  altitude  to 
safely bench  back  up Walk er, and th en go cros s  
country to Quilcene .  I sure  h ope  it’s  m e .

Annual M e e ting R e cap

Th e Annual m eeting w as  h eld on Nov. 18, 2008.  Th is  included elections  for board pos itions  for 2009 .
Your new  board is :
     Pre side nt: M ik e  McIntyre
     Vice  Pre side nt: Steve  M e ssm an
     Secretary/Treasure r: Jim  H arm on
     Dire ctor (Safety): W ayne  Maxw ell
     Dire ctor (Ne w slette r): Ch ris King

It's  w orth w h ile noting th at a m otion to reduce  th e  board from  7 to 5 m em bers  w as  pre s ented and 
approved by th e  attending m em bers h ip and is  reflected in th e  above list.  O th er approved item s  are  as  
follow s :
 - Update th e  new sletter and W ebs ite  to reflect th e  club goals as  stated in th e  bylaw s .
 - Rem ove all reference s  to th e  new sletter from  th e  ByLaw s .
 - Donate $100 to th e  U.S. Paragliding team .

M ik e  ack now ledged th e  great w ork  by Steve M e s sm an to k e ep th e  w ebs ite  fre s h  and efficient.

O th er item s  discus s ed w ere  pos s ible s ite  im provem ents  and th e  Fort Flagler application status .  For 
m ore  detailed inform ation regarding any of th e s e  item s , pleas e  contact a board m em ber.
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Pleas e  contribute  your storie s  and ph otos  
to th e  new sletter.  W ith out your 
contributions , th is  new sletter can not exist.

2009  Club O ffice rs
Pre side nt M ik e  McIntyre

Vice  Pre side nt Steve  M e ssm an

Secretary/Treasure r Jim  H arm on

Director (Safety) W ayne  Maxw ell

Director (Ne w slette r) Ch ris King

     (Th e  e ditor for th is ne w sle tte r w as Jim  Baldo.)

Th e  e ditor w ould lik e  to 
th ank  all th at h ave  

subm itte d storie s, ph otos, 
and article s during th e  last 
y e ar.  I h ope  I w as able  to 

do th e m  justice .

From  th e  Editor

Th is  new sletter is  th e  last in m y RPC editing re ign.  During th e  last 12 m onth s  I've tried to pre s ent you 
w ith  a new sletter th at depicted th e  flying activitie s  of th e  m em bers  of th e  Rainie r Paragliding Club.  I 
h ope  I w as  at least m oderately succe s sful in th is  endeavor.

I now  leave you in th e  capable h ands  of Ch ris  K ing.  I w ould h ope  you support h is  efforts  by providing 
h im  storie s  and ph otos  of your paragliding activitie s .  Th e  editor's  job is  so m uch  eas ie r w h en supported 
by th e  m em bers .

And now  I drift back  into s eclus ion.  I h ope  all your paragliding activitie s  are  m em orable and you tak e  
th e  tim e  to s h are  th em  th rough  th is  new sletter w ith  your fellow  pilots  of th e  Rainie r Paragliding club 
and all w h o h appen upon th e  RPC w ebs ite .




