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Look ing Forw ard, Look ing Back
by Jm Ballo

Where has tie year gone ?Think ing back ,
my past mem ories are som ew h atfuzzy. Its
seems b is pastyear presentd Bss
opportunities for fight Butas te fog of
mymemory s bw ¥ part, tie re\e ktion is
tatte yearmighthaw beendiferentt an
years past, butjustas rew arding.

O\erte years,my enjpymentoftis sporthas changed. My original
entusiasm t fu i Madesire of fllgh thas dim inished butnotalogeter
disappeared. Jistnow, im agining tatl am trawe Ing between te cbuds
bokingdownon te eart be bw, I can fee Ba ting Ing ofexciementinmy
chest Butl\e grown to reallze, tiere are otier aspect oftis sportt atl\e
grow n 1o cherish.

Ie heard © B tatin te sportofparag Iding,
tie flhing is tie easy part; hunch ing and
Bnding presenttie reallchalnges. Forme,
Bunching alvays provides atiri l Now some
ofyoum ay say tattis is because 1st Iy at
tie Touth where te tree grow & has provded
additionallcom p Exities. Whill tis m ay be
true, independentofte site, lalays want
my Bunch 1o be picture perfect Its adifficuk &
outcom e 1 ach ie\e butatem pting o do so
he s putme in te correctstak ofm ind for
fl¥ing. Paying cbse atention o te detail is
im portantand e more | f, te more difficuk
paying atiention t detai I becom es. O Fcourse
tie detail are criticalduring aBaspect of flligh t
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Landing is alo achalinge. Being ab I © accom p ksh
asoft nostp Rknding is an adm irab ¥ goallbutone for
tis pibt tatis rare ¥ achiexed. Whill Bnding, tere
are many detai I © considersome ofwhich are not
char¥ rexealld untiery ke in te Bnding sequence.
Add © tis sk, Bnding inan unfam ilar LZ , and e\xen
tie simpl decisions can become much more difficu k

Buttiere is anot er aspectofparag lding 1\e real¥
come o enpy. Onseweralloccasions, 1\e fbwn abne
butin alloft ose fligh &, INe fe kas iftere was
someting missing. Fling abne requires asomewhat
shifed Mew pointto reall enjoy, one t atfocuses more wholy oneitertie chalinges of fligh tor te
beauty ofnature. The someting t atis missing when fl¥ing abne is sharing te sky wit friends.

Friendsh ips are ine\itab B for parag Iding pi bt as we alkhare,onsome Bve Bsimibhrneeds. We are
usualy trusttogeterby weat er and

econom icallconditions ¢ at Im itfl¥ing
opportunities 0 aspecific geograph icallarea. But
as is albays te case, tis gatiering ofpi bt
brings a gat ering ofneeds and valies and tese
are rare b te same from pibto pibt Asis
aliays tie case, tese diverse requirem ent allgn
te members - forbeterorworse - and tis

allgnm entcan som etim es o\ershadow te original
reasonwhy te peop b are gatiered inte first
p hce - © T (ornot?) Ifwe can rem ain honest
10 ourse Les and accepting t att e needs and
valies ofotiers may notbe tie same as our own,
and be accepting t aton a personalllihwe bwe
won‘talvays see eye beye wit our fe Bbw —~—=c
pibt, tenwe canenjoy te flying experience for -8 = :
whatitis. Ifwe bse sightoftis, te experience willbe taintd and we Hlbe Bss mclned 0 partake of
te experience in te future. Inany case, te overalexperience, or at Basthow we perceive itwill
dictak our future actions.

Butl\e digressed. This pastyearhas proMded me wit opportunities © ¥ at bcations I hawen't
Msitked inte past This pastyearhas provMded me opportunities o share te sky wit pibt I\e
preMous k met pibt tatl\e metfor e fisttime, and some tatl\e ne\ermetatall Ithas
proMded m e opportunities © ¥ in unfam i Bar surroundings w it unfam i lar ch alinges. Ithas
proMded me wit opportunities © add chrity o my fligh € and m ake decisions @ atw ere notbased on
being fam ilarw it af¥ sie. Ithas opened upmy mind © te chalnges of fligh tand has stirred my
crauving for fligh texen m ore. Yes, tiinking back , e experience has been rew arding. A bough it
contained som e anger, €nsion, and fear, tese negative fee Ings were greath overshadowed by te
Bugh &r, oy, and exciementt att is yearhas he H.

And now, I anxious ¥ aw aitfor anew season of fligh t, anew season ofdiscovery, and anew season of
.




M Rure Ridge

by Mike McIntyre

Its a Sunday inm id Novem ber, and \ery cbudy alit rough te

peninsu i, so none ofmy bcalbuddies wantt go out Wit noting ©©
do, I tough tlmighthaw a bok at\MiBure Ridge, asm albut\ery ball
foot i Mon te sout flnk ofMountWaler, about30 mils from here.

Alte way tere, I’m seeingm oderat ¥ bw cbuds covering te tops
ofte mountains. Onaday ke tbday, allour m ountain sites were
sure b cbuded in. Arriving attie sout side ofMountWalerit
Igh€ns up a Ktth,and tere is acuall asm allo e hol, m ore or Bss directl above Mubure,so I’m
starting © fee Im ore optim istic. When I gettere,amere €nminut drive offte highway, tere is a
stady breeze ofabout8-10 com ing directl outofte sout,which is cross butexpectd here,as te
ridge face is orientd m ore ©
tesoutwest

We Btis is ustaboutperfect
forafirstb bish,so 1 Ry out, do
my prefligh t(R1234RTS), and
Btitinfhe. Rightaway tis is
intresting, because wit about
45% cross, tis mi M cHT ke
Bunch sit produces a Itth

- mechanicahturbu Ence
& com bined with m ore awerage
Ifton te cHFside, which
\aries from te ground © g lder
B\e Band m akes itdesirab B ©©
be ab B O kase te a% and c*
keep ‘erup tiere and geter
stabilized. 1 coul be a bt
beterw it more practice, but
am graefulo haw Bamed
som e oftis cHFand/rstrong wind k iting € ch nigue by watching and Is€ning o Wade Maxwe B
(Wayne s son), and ten practicing it
wit O F atNort Beach. So Ididn’t
hawe 1o setitback down,which is allo
desirab B here because tiere is a btof
halFburned wood on te ground, all
ready © b hckenmy shiny red g lder
ifl Btit

Because ofte cHF ke aspecthere,
its a Itk m ore bouncy and buoyant
tan you m igh texpectin tis Ight
wind, and | get bfied a coup k of
timeswalling itto te edge, ten st

kit tere untila Btth puff Ifs me off [0
(L pMET T

P

and I'm fling. The eag bs haw -
shownme where e Bftis, but
tey’re beterpibt tanlam,so




whill tey work itforafw circls and ten bench back
and up MountWaler, I on¥ m anage © stay at hunch
e Hor halFadozen passes orso, before fhing outomy
chosen LZ (one outofmany). Thewholl fight kst
about6 m inuts, m axim um o120 up and 200 dow n.

= E Ihation difference from Bunch © Eis about250 et
Conditions were gustaboutrigh tfor &k ing no chances and
te firste\er fligh there.

'H‘

Sowhy inteworBwoull | sti lbe intrestd insuch a
dinky site,whatw it 2bear and Brinnon justup te vally?We B as mentioned before, tbday 2bear and
Brinnon were cbuded insolld wit no chance,so itwas i Bure or noting,and 1 couli T Mulbure sob
and wall back ©o tie car. Ao, nextspringwhen 2bear, Brinnon, and B ¥n are st Binaccessib B due ©
snow, I’m pretly sure © at\i Bure wilbe avai Bb .

Onteseveraltimes I\ beenouttere, I™e alk ays
seen w Bures oreag Bs soaring, and tey abh ost
alvays Tl back te ridge o bench up MountWaler.

Som e day when conditions are righ tand we e
figured itout, one ofus wiMcatth t at Itk extra Ht
tatte birds are show ing us, gain enough alitude ©
safe b bench back up Waller, and ten go cross
country o Qui kene. Isure hope its me.

AnnualMeetingRecap

The Annuallmeetingwas he B on Nowv 18, 2008. This inclided e Bctions for board positions for 2009 .
Your new board is:

President Mike McIntyre
Mc President St\e Messm an
Secretary/Treasurer:  Jim H armon
Director (Sakty): Wayne Maxw e H

Director (New s Iter): Chris King

Its wortwhill noting t atam otion © reduce tie board from 7 © 5mem bers was presentd and
approved by te atending mem bership and is refliced in te above It Oterapproved i€ms are as
folbws:

- Updat te news Bterand Websit © refictte clib goall as stated in te by Bws.

- Rem ove alreferences © te news kter from te BylLaws.

- Donat 400 b e U.S. Parag Iding am .

Mike acknow Bdged te greatwork by Se\e Messman © keep te websit fresh and efficient

Oteritms discussed were possib B site im provem ent and te FortFlg Br app Bcation status. For
m ore detai Bd inform ation regarding any oftiese iems, p Base contactaboard mem ber.




From the Editor

This news Btkeris te Bstinmy RPCediting reign. During tie Bstl2 monts I\e tried © presentyou
wit anews Bter t atdepiced te fling activities oftie mem bers ofte Rainier Parag lding Clib. |
hope Iwas at Bastm oderat ¥ successfu llin tis endeavor.

I now Bawe youin te capab B hands ofChris King. 1wou B hope you supporthis effors by promMding
him stories and photos ofyour parag lding activities. The editor’s job is som uch easier when supportd
by te mem bers.

And now I driftback into seclision. Ihope allyour parag Iding activities are m em orab § and you tak e
tie ime toshare tem trough tis news Bterwit your fe lbw pibt ofte Rainier Parag Iding clib
and alwhohappen upon te RPCwebsit.

- ——

Plase contribut your stories and ph otos

2009 ChEb O fhice rs  te news Bter. Wit outyour

contributions, tis new s Bter can notexist

President Mike McIntyre

Mc President St\e Messm an

Secretary/Treasurer Jim H arm on

Director (Sakty) Wayne Maxw ¢ l T '(Ieh %%Il;mar %Og'l!h al(\g ©
Director (New s Btier) Chris King subm ItlEd S'lDI’IQS,ph otos,

and articlls duringtie Bst
year. Ihope Iwasab l o
dottem pstice.

(The editor for tis news Bterwas Jm Balo.)






