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Cape  Look out Cam pout
by Jim  Baldo
ph otos by  Gail Baldo

Th e “on th e  fly” Cape Look out (CLO) cam p out provided a few  good flying 
days  and as  alw ays , good com pany.  It w as  h eld out of de speration as  th e  Ft. 
Ebey cam p out h as  only yielded a one  h our flying w indow  for th e  last th re e  
years  (except if you cam e a day early).  But com e to th ink  of it, CLO  also 
provided opportunitie s  only for th os e  th at arrived early.

Kim  &  Kath y w ere  th e  first to arrive stak ing out a cam ps ite  and preparing for 
th e  fun.  Soon after, Steve M e s sm an and  Jim  &  Gail arrived.  After s electing 
cam ps ite s  w e  all h eaded to launch , about a 5 m inute drive .  W e w ould be  
joined later by Wayne &  Barb.  Alth ough  th e  cycles  at launch  w ere  ligh t, it 
appeared m arginally soarable so be ing a good h ost, I w ent first.  If you've 
ever be en to CLO , th en you k now  th at m ost of th e  soaring is  accom plis h ed 
outs ide  th e  view  of launch  to th e  south  (left).  W h en a pilot launch e s  and turns  left, h e  q uick ly disappears  from  
s igh t  w h ile obs e rvers  aw ait for h is  return.  I returned just at  launch  level not exciting anyone but at least 
dem onstrating th at is  w as  pos s ible to soar.

Slow ly pilots  prepared and slow ly th e  conditions  im proved.  I w as  soon joined by oth ers  and th e  airspace  
becam e crow ded.  R idge  rules  provided som e  structure  to th e  ch aos  and allow ed pilots  to continue  h olding on to 

launch  altitude .  But soon, w ith  each  pas s , altitude  w as  gained 
and room  on th e  ridge  expanded. Pilots  th at h ad not yet 
launch ed began to s h ow  m ore  excitem ent. Before  long, I w as  
totally lost to th e  earth bound pilots  and spectators  as  I h eaded 
south , jum ped th e  “gap” - a ravine  th at s eparate s  th e  s h oreline  
from  th e  actual Cape, w h ich  juts  out into th e  ocean - and gained 
even m ore  altitude  against th e  h igh e r land m as s .  

Jum ping th e  gap is  sligh tly m ore  exciting th an it sounds . Th ere  
are  no LZ 's  on th e  cape .  If you m ust land, you'll do so in a tre e  
or if you're  luck y, a patch  of salal th at is  eas ily s ix fe et de ep. 
Additionally, to regain th e  beach  as  an LZ  you ne ed to travel 

into th e  w ind w h ich  m ak e s  m onitoring th e  w ind's  spe ed and direction critical.  O ne usually doe s  not cros s  th e  
gap until th e ir altitude  is  sufficient to effect a safe  return.  Cros s ing low er is  pos s ible but carrie s  m ore  ris k  and 
greater excitem ent. Steve, and oth ers , eventually follow ed m e  
acros s .  Steve inform ed m e  later th at it w as  one  of h is  scarie st 
m om ents  in paragliding. O h , did I m ention th at w h en you first cros s  
you h ead directly tow ard cliffs  th us  leaving no place to land except 
th e  ocean? “YEEH A!”

Soon, w e  w ere  all soaring th e  cape, cros s ing th e  gap at our le isure , 
enjoying th e  w onderful ocean and s h ore  view s , and creating 
m em orie s  and storie s  to be  s h ared around th e  evening cam pfire .

W e aw ok e  Friday m orning to soarable conditions  better th an th e  
day before .  Th e  w ind w as  sligh tly les s  th e refore  m ak ing th e  
soaring at th e  cape m ore  stre s s  fre e . Personally, I find th e  journey to th e  end of th e  cape extrem ely stre s sful and 
a trip I'm  now  reluctant to m ak e .  Th e  cape extends  out about one  m ile into th e  ocean and los e s  som e  h e igh t th e  
farth er out you travel. Th e  trip out is  easy enough  but it s e em s  th e  trip back  tak e s  forever.  Usually, your return 
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TH E PRACTICAL VALUE OF INSTRUM ENTS/EQUIPM ENT
by M ik e  McIntyre

Th is  is  an article about th e  actual events  of Saturday, M ay 24th  at 2bear.  It is  not m eant to be  a 
com plete, auth oritative list of all th e  th ings  w e  m igh t ne ed as  pilots , but only th e  item s  w e  did h ave 
and us ed, and a couple w e  didn't h ave and m aybe  s h ould h ave .

As  a s h ort back ground, it w as  a th e rm ic and big day at 2bear, w ith  com plicated conditions , th us  
opening up a num ber of perce ived pos s ibilitie s  for individual pilots  from  w h ich  to ch oos e .  Th ere  w ere  
7 pilots  th e re .  Six of us  w ere  a group (s even including Jim 's  son Ben), and anoth er local th at w e  all 
k now , w h o independently cam e to fly.  In th e  cours e  of th e  afternoon, one  of our pilots  landed far 
aw ay from  our usual de s ignated LZ  on an isolated gravel bar in th e  m iddle of th e  river and sustained 
an injury m ak ing it nece s sary to call in a 
re scue  team  for h is  extraction.

Th e  first item s  w e  w ere  really glad to h ave 
w ere  our radios .  I h ad previously landed 
nearby, but acros s  a branch  of th e  river.  I 
didn't s e e  h im  land (nor did anyone else) 
becaus e  of th e  isolated location, but I w alk ed 
far enough  up river to s e e  h im  w ave at m e .  I 
h ad inadvertently left m y radio back  at m y 
landing s ite .  I returned to retrieve it and w as  
th en inform ed of h is  injury and oth er status  
(not in th e  w ater etc.), and w e  w ere  th en able 
to plan a cours e  of action.  I w as  also able to 
let a couple of pilots  still in th e  air k now  w h at 
w e  w ere  doing, so th at th ey didn't h ave to w ade  de ep rivers , slas h  th rough  th e  jungle, and put 
th em s elves  at any ris k , to get to th e  accident s ite .
  
Now , even th ough  w e  h ad our radios  (as  w e  m ak e  a point of w h enever w e  fly) and w ere  in contact, 
th e re  w ere  a couple of th ings  th at later cam e to ligh t th at m igh t h ave m ade  th em  m ore  us eful.  About 
h alf of us  only h ad 2 m eter radios ,  a couple of pilots  th at h ad both ,  and th e  re st of us , including Jim 's  
son, h ad only FRS radios .  Th e  pilot th at cam e by h im s elf h ad no radio at all.  

Becaus e  w e  w ere  on tw o different radio bands , not everybody w as  inform ed as  to w h at w as  h appening 
until all w ere  on th e  ground.  In th e  end, and becaus e  of a m ultitude  of reasons , including h eavy static 
or interference  on th e  2 m eters , th e  FRS radios  w ere  th e  one s  th at on th is  day did m ost of th e  w ork .  I 
also, th rough  ignorance and convenience , h ad inadvertently ch os en to de s ignate an FRS ch annel th at 

spe ed is  le s s , and th e  view  of th e  LZ  so far in th e  distance is  unnerving. 
 You anxiously aw ait th e  s inging of your vario announcing your return 
to greater altitude s  th us  s ecuring th e  beach  once again as  your LZ .  O n 
th is  day, Kim  w ould m ak e  th is  journey tw ice .  H e  w ould also travel 
north  s h ading m y cam ps ite  
w ith  h is  w ing long after I 
landed for lunch . Days  at CLO  
don't get m uch  better th an th is .
Friday afternoon saw  th e  w ind 

spe ed dim inis h  and left only sledders  for th os e  th at launch ed.  As  th e  
distance betw e en th e  h orizon and sun got sm aller, so did th e  beach  
leaving be h ind only m em orie s  of anoth er great day, and as  it w ould 
turn out, th e  last fly day of th e  w e e k end as  clouds  m oved in and m ist 
k is s ed th e  s h ore .
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2008 Club O ffice rs
Pre side nt Kim  Sm ith

Vice  Pre side nt M ik e  McIntyre

Secretary Jim  H arm on

Treasure r Kath y  Sm ith

Dire ctor (Social) Steve  M e ssm an

Dire ctor (Safety) Doug Ette r

Ne w slette r Jim  Baldo
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(Google  List David Grisw old)

Pleas e  contribute  your storie s  and ph otos  
to th e  new sletter.  W ith out your 
contributions , th is  new sletter can not exist.

Th e subm is s ion deadline  for th e  next 
new sletter is  June 26th .

COMING UP:
Brem er Cam pout:   June 20 - 22

Please  Sh are  your Storie s

and PH OTOS!

w ould only function on th e  low  pow er s etting.  Th is , w h ile m ak ing us  com pletely legal, lim ited th e  
range of th e  FRS radios  to th e  extent th at it later interfered w ith  m y buddie s  attem pts  to m e et up w ith  
m e  after th e  pilot's  extraction.  (I h ad to go back  for th e  gliders , after all).  I h ave s ince  read m y radio 
m anual a little m ore  carefully, and can now  ch oos e  a ch annel w h ere  m axim um  pow er is  available, 
th ough  us ing th em  th at w ay w ould m ak e  us  tech nically illegal w ith out h aving an FCC licens e . 
 Anoth er th ing about radios  is  th at it w ould h ave be en a good idea to k now  h ow  to us e  your buddie s  
radio as  w ell as  your ow n.  Th e  loaners  I pas s ed out w ere  easy to us e  but w ere  in th e  lock ed m ode  so 
w ith out instruction, us e rs  couldn't ch ange anyth ing lik e  th e  pow er s etting or ch annel.  I also h ad 
occas ion to us e  Ch ris 's  radio, but didn't k now  h ow  to even turn it on.  Eventually, I stum bled on th e  
righ t s e q uence  and  it cam e in us eful to find one  of m ine  th at I h ad lost in th e  w oods  w h ile break ing 
trail for th e  extraction team .  

To sum  up, radios  are  really im portant, and th e ir us efulne s s  and reliability im proves  greatly to th e  
extent th at you k now  h ow  to us e  th em , th at you h ave th em  w ith  you w h en you ne ed 'em , and th at th e  
greater num ber of pilots  on th e  sam e  ch annel, th e  better.

Th e  s econd piece  of e q uipm ent is  som eth ing th at Ch ris  and I often carry, but on th is  occas ion ne ith e r 
of us  h ad in our h arne s s , and th at is  a cell ph one .  O th er pilots  m igh t h ave h ad one  in th e ir h arne s s , but 
ours  w ere  back  in th e  truck .  I th e refore  h ik ed dow n river a little w ays  and h ad th e  good luck  to m e et 
som e  cam pers , w h o th en called 9 11.  Th ey rem ained in contact th rough out th is  caper, h elping to 
coordinate efforts  and specify our location to th e  re scue  team .  W ith out th e  us e  of a cell ph one  th e  
injured pilot m igh t h ave h ad a m uch  longer w ait or m ore  s e rious  com plications .  Th e  reasons/excus e s  
for not carrying a cell ph one  are  m any, lik e  it not w ork ing in th e  m ountains , not w anting to los e  it or 
sm as h  it up, and not be ing able to us e  w h ile flying, but th is  is  one  pilot w h o from  th is  day forw ard w ill 
carry it all th e  tim e , w ith  a fully ch arged battery.

Th ere  are  a couple of oth er item s  of e q uipm ent, a vario and a GPS w h ich  figured into th e  e q uation 
w ith  m uch  le s s  im portance .  It w ould h ave be en nice  to h ave som e  w ater also.  

I'll save a m ore  detailed discus s ion of th e s e  item s , and a m ore  detailed fligh t report, for th e  s econd part 
of th is  article.

To q uote a fam ous  and accom plis h ed local pilot............"Fly h igh , fly safe".




