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Cape Look outCam pout
by Jm Ballo
ph otos by Gai Ballo

The “on tie Tly” Tape Look out(CLO ) cam p outpromMded a few good fling
days and as alvays, good com pany. Itwas he B outofdesperation as te Ft
Ebey cam p outhas on¥ yie Bed aone hour f¥ing window fortie Bstt ree
years (exceptifyou came aday ear¥). Butcome 1 tink ofit CLO allo
provMded opportunities on ¥ for © ose t atarrived eary.

Kim I Katiy were te fistt arrive staking outa cam psit and preparing for
te fun. Soon afer, Se\ve Messmanand Jm & Gai Barrined. Aferse Bcting
cam psits we allheaded © hunch, abouta5m inut drive. We wou ll be
pined Berby Wayne ¢ Barb. Abough tie cycls at hunch were Eght it
appeared m argina ¥ soarab B so being agood host, Iwentfist Ifyou'\e
everbeen o CLO, tenyou know tatm ostofte soaring is accom p kshed = %
outide tie vew of Bunch © tie sout (Bf)). When apibt hunches and turns Bfthe quick ¥ dlsappears from

sightwhill obseners awaitforhis return. | returned ustat hunch B\e Inotexciting anyone butat Bast
dem onstrating t atis w as possib I © soar.

Sbw ¥ pibt prepared and s bw ¥ tie conditions im proved. |was soon joined by otiers and te airspace

becam e crowded. Ridge rulls provMded som e structure © te chaos and albw ed pi bt 1 continue h o Bing on ©
257 e - kunch alitude. Butsoon,wit each pass, allitude was gained

and room on te ridge expanded. Pi bt t ath ad notyet

§ Bunched began © show m ore exciement Before bng, | was

totall bsto te earttbound pibt and spectators as | headed

sout, jum ped te “gap”* aravine t atseparats tie shore Ine

from te actualCape,which jut outinto te ocean - and gained

evenmore alitude againsttie higher Bnd m ass.

| Jum ping te gap is s Ighth m ore exciting t an itsounds. There
areno LZS onte cape. Ifyoumustind, you'ldo so in a tree
- “orifyou're Micky,apatth ofsahbb atis easi b six feetdeep.
Additional¥, o regain te beach as an LZ you need  trave 1
intbo tewindwhich makes monitoring te wind% speed and direction criicall One usua ¥ does notcross te
gap unti kb eir alitude is sufficientto eflectasafe return. Crossing bwer is possib B butcarries m ore risk and
greaktrexciement Sewe, and otiers,exentualy folbwed me
across. St informed me Rher ¢ atitw as one ofhis scariest
mom ent in parag lding. Oh, did I mention t atwhen you firstcross
you head directl tow ard cHE tus Baving no p bce © Bnd except
te ocean?YEEH A!””

Soon,we were alkoaring tie cape, crossing te gap atour Risure,
enjoying te wonderfulocean and sh ore \Mew s, and creating
mem ories and stories 1 be shared around t e e\xening cam pfire.

We awoke Fiday m oming t soarab F conditions betertan tie
day before. The wind was s Ighth Bss terefore making te

soaring attie cape more stress free. Personal¥, | find tie journey  tie end ofte cape extrem e ¥ stressfu land
atrip I'm now re bctantto m ake. The cape extnds outaboutone mill into tie ocean and bses some heightte
fart er outyou trave B The trip outis easy enough butitseems te trip back tkes forenxer. Usual¥, your return
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speed is Bss,and e \iew ofte LZ so farin tie distance is unnenng.
~ You anxious ¥ aw aitt e singing ofyour vario announcing your return
- greakralitudes tus securing te beach once again as your LZ. On
‘—-é tis day, Kim woulmake tis journey twice. He woull allo trave
—— norlh shading my can psite

: _*_‘_,_-—*n- Bnded for binch. Days atCLO
= _-r:a,_F;-” .| don'tgetm uch beter tan tis.
i Friday afernoon saw te wind
speed dim inish and Iftonl' s Bdders for tose tat hunched. As te
distance between te horizon and sun gotsm alr, so did tie beach
Baving behind on ¥ m em ories ofanot er greatday, and as itw ou )
tumout, te Bstfl day ofte weekend as cbuds m oved inand mist

kissed e shore.

TH E PRACTICALNALUE OF INSTRUMENTS/ZAQUIPMENT
by Mike McIntyre

This is an artick aboutt e actuale\ent of Saturday, May 24t at2bear. Itis notmeantt be a
com p ke, aut oritative lstofalkbe tings we mightneed as pibt, butonl te ikms we did haw
and used, and acoup B we didn*thawe and m aybe shou Bl h awe.

As ashortback ground, itwas aterm ic and big day at2bear, wit com p Bcatd conditions, t us
opening up anum ber ofperceived possibi kies for indiMduallpi bt from which © choose. There were
7 pibt tere. Six ofus were agroup (seven incliding dm % son Ben), and anoter bcalb atwe all
know,who independentl came © fl. In tie course ofte afiernoon, one ofour pi bt Bnded far

aw ay from our usualdesignatd LZ on aniso bhed grawe Bbarinte midd  oftie river and sustained
an inpury mak ing itnecessary to callin a

rescue ®am forhis extraction.

The firstiemswe were reall glhd O haw
were our radios. Ihad prevous ¥ Bnded
nearby, butacross abranch ofte river. |
didn*tsee him End (nor did anyone e le)
because ofte iso kied bcation, butlwaled
far enough up river o see him wawe atme. |
had inad\erently Bftmy radio back atmy
Bnding sik. Ireturned  retrie\e itand was
teninformed ofhis injury and ot er status
(notintewatretc.),andwe were tenab i
0 p bn acourse ofaction. lwas aloabl ©
Btacoup b ofpibt stillin te airknow what
we were doing,so tattey didn'thawe © wade deep rivers, s bsh trough te jungll, and put
tiemse Les atany risk, 10 getto te accidentsit.

Now, even tough we had our radios (as we m ake a pointofwhenexerwe fly)and were in contact,
tere were acoup B oftings tat hier came © Mghtt atmighthawe made tem more usefull About
halFofuson¥had 2metrradios, acoupl ofpibt tathad bot, and te restofus, inclbiding dm %
son,had on¥ FRSradios. The pibttatcame by himse Fhad no radio atall

Because we were on t o diferentradio bands, note\erybody w as inform ed as to wh atw as h appening
untilaBwere on te ground. Inte end, and because ofam u litude ofreasons, incliding heaw static
orinktrference onte 2meters,te FRSradios were te ones taton tis day did mostofte work. |
allo, trough ignorance and conwenience, had inad\erentl chosen  designat an FRS ch anne b at




wouli on¥ functiononte bw powersetling. This,whilkmakingus conple ¥ Bgal Initd te
range ofte FRSradios ©© tie exentt atit kerinerfered wit my buddies atem pts omeetupwit
me afer te pi bts extraction. (Ihad © go back for e glders,aferal®. 1haw since read my radio
m anualla Itth m ore carefu ¥, and can now choose achanne Bwhere m axim um poweris avai o I,
tough using tem tatway woull make us echnicall i Bgalw it outh aving an FCC Bcense.
Anotier ting aboutradios is t atitw ou B hawe been agood idea® know how 1 use your buddies
radio as we Mas yourown. The baners | passed outwere easy 0 use butwere in te bcked mode so
w it outinstruction, users cou in*tch ange anyt ing Bke te powersetting orchanne I 1allohad
occasion © use Chris’s radio, butdidn*tknow how © even wm iton. Exentual, Istumb Bd on e
righ tsequence and itcam e in usefu ko find one ofm ine tatlhad bstin te woods whilk breaking
trai Hor t e extraction €anm .

To sum up, radios are real¥ im portant, and teir usefu hess and re Babi My im proves greath © te
exentt atyou know how t use tem,tatyouhaw tem wit youwhenyouneed em,and tatte
greater num ber ofpibt on te same channe Btie betker.

The second piece ofequipm entis som et ing t© atChris and | ofen carry, buton tis occasion neiter
ofus had inourharness, and t atis ace Mphone. Oterpibt mighthawe had one inteirharness, but
ours were back inte truck. Iterefore hiked down rivera ktth ways and had te good lick omeet
some cam pers,who tencalld 911. They rem ained in contactt rough outt is caper, he bing ©
coordinat effors and specify our bcation ©© te rescue €am . Wit outte use oface Hphone te
injured pi btm igh thawe had am uch bngerw aitor m ore serious com p Ications. The reasons Axcuses
for notcarrying a ce lph one are m any, Bke itnotworking in € e m ountains, notw anting © bse itor
smash itup, and notbeing ab B © use whilk fling, buttis is one pibtwho from tis day forward will
carry itallbe time,wit aful charged batery.

There are acoup B ofoteriems ofequipment avario and aGPSwhich figured into tie equation
with much Bssimportance. Itwou B hawe beennice ©hawe some watralo.

I"Bsave am ore detai Bd discussion oftese iems, and am ore detai Bd Fligh treport, for te second part
oftis artich.

To quot a fam ous and accom p kshed bcalpibt........... "F¥high, ¥ safe".
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