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Four guys, Four days, Four sies

The bng aw aitd day for departure © f¥ GoatM t was finall here butGoat
wasn‘tgonna be flkab B for at Bast2 days! There’s gott be some way © sawe
tis trip. Looking atte weater forcastfortie wholl stak showed b atTiger
w as our besthetfor Thursday and ¢ atw ou B putus abouthalFway o Che bn,
which boked good for Friday. Itwas pretly easy o convMince Wade, Mike, and
Je tatbis was areasonab I p bhn.

We satup on Tiger Bunch from aboutnoon © four pm ,w atching e wind
sbw ¥ mow from SW © W, © justs Igh th nort ofwest Ataboutdpm,Mike
Bd teway and we allquick ¥ fobwed getting abh ostatw o hour fligh t
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This was one ofmy bngest

Tlgh & e\er because | was oo
scared  godown and Bnd. By
te ime lwas ready, tere were
scads ofpi bt Ending, some
approach ing from tie nort,

ot ers approach ing from te
sout. Hnall,aferalimy
buddies had Ended, I did some
wingo\vers and asym m etric
360% 1 getdown betveen oter |
pi bt, and finish ing offby
faling on my butt!

We BftTiger for Che bn
stopping on a forestsenice road
atB letke Pass b spend te
night The folbwing m omning,
we arrived atChe bhn Fall Park ataboutl10am. Itwas noonwhenwe gotto hunch meetingup wit
Pau land Ray and a coup B ofoters.

The cycls were com ing in from 4 © 12 m ph from te SW. lwas ol tatte wind woull probab ¥
increase, so I quick ¥ hooked inand Bunched even tough o oterpibt were akeady hooked in
and waiting. | Bunched e Green Monster,as | tink te oters did allo.

limmediat ¥ entred agood term alland stayed wit it over 6000 m s Boefore tie nextpi btw as
ab B o Bhunch. By tis time, lwas ustower 8000 ft, tis justm inuts afermy Bunch. Itwas \ery
rowdy ©ough,and | was allabne up tiere, and kind ofintim idatd by te conditions. Soooo, I bai kd
outand headed outover tie river.

My flgh t Bsted ahalFhour, equallin duration o alktie oter pibt. I'm sure we alicouli hawe fbwn
bngerbutte airwas usttoo row dy.

Arriving back at Bunch at3pm ,te cycls were now ke 31 16 mph from te SW. No one seemed
o inkresed in Bunching. Aferaboutan hour,Ray hunched and flw righ toutto te k. Then Derek
l1unch ed and hung outowrme Green M onstarw it outbelng ab B  penetrat forafew moment.

4" Hewastenabl ©top bnd tenimmediat ¥
: f_' foled up. One otier pi btatem ptd a hunch
¢ and was drug around abit This prom ped us
1 drive back down. Forme, tis ended up
being a\ery intim idating p hce.

The nextday,we alim eetatt e Goat k about
noon and soon headed up © Bunch. In
addition ©© te four ofus,we were jined by
Stw M., Grizz,Ray, PaulK, Derek , and four
bcal.

LY
P ﬁ .#' e i
il - There were a\ery few cummies around, but
' none were cbse. The cycls were com ing in




from 210 8mph. The Bunch had p Enty ofm uch appreciatd shade offering re leffrom te b ktring
sunwh il awaiting your turn © Bunch. The \ery friend ¥ bcall Bunched firstshowing us tie way.
We alBbunched and pined tem.

Wit bt oftermall © phy in,and tie air nottoo rowdy, Iwas ab } o break t rough 10,000 ft a
coup B oftimes, whil otiers gotover 11,000! Aferhanging outat9 ,000/10,000 forawhill, I began a
cycl ofgetting high , do acro, getting high , do acro etc.

Afera It more tan anhour,everyone e le was gone,so | oo headed for tie Earrivingwit ower
6,000 feetto phy in. Doing te earBeracrohad kind ofwamed me upwhich he bed provide me
enough nene domy firstover te dirtSATS since SoCallkstw intr. 1 acro®td downtomy best
Bnding oftie trip and k ited over o tie shade tree where mostofte pibt were re bxing.

Since e forecastfor Goatdidn't bok as prom ising for Sunday, Wade, Jbe, and I headed onerto tie
Big Bbhnson. This allo putus cbsertohome.

The nextm oring, b e forecastfor e BJIpromded by dm yb, (€ anks dm )didn*t bok so good eiter.
Ray and Pau lpined us aboutl pm .

The conditions were as forecast We aliflw butno one gothigh and staying upwas work. Ihad one
extnded s Bdder © ahum i lating butt Bnding ten drove fortie oters. de had o nice fight. Paul
gotin anice flight Wade and Derek did m ullip # top Bndings. Ray had an extended s Bdder.

And so, on Sunday nigh t, we arrixed in PortTow nsend about8 pm . Itwas an epic trip.
Wish you alicou B have m ade it

Wayne Maxw e H

The Shortand the Long oflt
by Kim Sm it

Exery Decem ber, I canhard ¥ waitunti fbe 23rd and te days wi Bfinall start
geting bnger. This Bstyearwas no exception, butte snow and rain ustne\er
seemed o stop faling. When itdid final stop,snow was pild sohigh tatmy
favorie bcalf¥ing sit was buried prexenting itfrom being fbw n anytim e soon.

We Bte snow final receded enough ©© albw us o T ineary i ¥. Wit no one

o fh wit, I dropped my m otorcyclh offattie LZ and drove ©© Bunch wit my
truck. Myphnwas o fh o tie LZ,putmy glderin te shed, and ride te m otorcycl back up
retriexe my truck. Exentie best hid plns sometimes hawe © change wit te circumstances. Wit te
m otorcycl inphce and tie wind sock up, Iwasonmy way © te top.

The wind was a Itth strong, butl had been waiting sexerallm ontis for tis moment H ooked in and
wit awalbuilk Iwas waiting fora Ll A Itk tugand te wingwas above my head. | turned and
pushed tow ards tie edge buthefore getting tere, Iwas in te e lvator and going up. Yeehal

| fiw a Hth b te Bftand tena Kt © te righ tm aneunering te wing © te centerofte Mt It
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was great- te firstfligh tfrom Bremerin 2008. Aferaboutanhour, |
had an opportunity © top bnd. Itwas a Itk tricky wit temal

stream ing up bot sides of khunch, butl final succeeded in sinking
trough te It Bnd nextiomy truck. Ihad abig (Scotsize)sm il on

my face as Iheaded back © te LZ t pick upmy bike.

_Twoweeks ago, dm H ., Scot, Je land | flw atBremerand itw as \ery
good. We fhw allo\er te vally with clim bs © about6K. Itink we

alhad smills onourfaces when te day was done.

A few days ago, Scotmetme atte LZ and we headed up.
Conditions were \ery Bght butwe bot reversed offforshort
fllgh . “Lets do itagain!””So we headed up in Scots rig. iy
Now wit bot rigs on top it boked \ery soarab k. Whatto
do?Humm! We willcallKaty © come take us back up
whenwe Bnd. Inte air, I radioed 0 Scott atitwas realy
active butt atdid notstop him . Iwas abowe hunch and he
was notgoing © Btme haw allbe fun atte rodeo. We
were sexeralhundred over, trave Ing abng te ridge havng a
greatbum py time. I noticed Scotheading out H e was soon
downatte pimpland tenheadingt te LZ. |figuredhe had had enough and was bailngonme. It
was now uptome o top bnd and go getScotin te LZ. Aferseveralpasses | decided itw as ©o
termic © top hnd and boatd around untilaweak cychl arrived. Itwas ugh  getdow n and outof
te Htbutsomehow Imanaged o squeak into te hunch area.

I gawve Katy acalo see ifshe wanted © Tl and ifshe did, omeetus inte LZ in40minuks. She
asked iftie conditions were good and oM herby te time we getback up itwou M be justright Ibet
you cou M see my dustchbud from te moon as | drowe back downt te LZ.

Back atte LZ, Scotsaid t athe sunk out Wow ! Idid nottink tat
was possib B inte airwe had during tatflight Iwas justfinishing
packingmy gearwhen Katy drowe into te LZ.

Whenwe arrived back at Bunch,we noticed ithad me Bbwed a btand
boked perfectfor Katy © bgherm aiden voyage onhernew wing. |
tink she was nenvous as she was getting ready so I ol her o ustkit
tie wing before makingherdecision o . We Bl can you guess wh at
happened?She brough titup, stabillized it wrned and Bunched. “What you don’tw antto drive
down2?~

Scotand I watched as she fBw and wished tatwe cou M ke ustone more flight We knew tatifwe
did and sunk outt atwe woul need t drive back up again and itw as alleady 6:30 pm . We w afch ed
and re Ished her fllgh tvcarious ¥ untikhe Bnded inte LZ. Two dustcbuds cou B now be seen

sbw ¥ descending e m ountain as te day was com ing 0 an end.

Abough te yearstared out\ery s bw, tere haw beenmany nice fligh & by anum ber ofclib

mem bers atvarious sits. We haw again passed by tie bngestday oftie yearand tie days are sbw ¥
getting shorer. il wilbe aboutdone whenyou read tis and we'lhawe on¥ 2 © 3mont s ofgood
fhingweater rem aining for tis year.

The years seem  cllick by so\ery fast




M azam a, GoatM ountain and Ba Bbons

By Ste\e Messm an

Parag lding is aw onde rfu kport, noton ¥ because ofwh atyou do (fh!)butallo
because ofwhere yougoand whoyoumeet Ithas ttkenme © te mostheautifull
phcesintieworM,shownme te mostremarkab B sits, and introduced me o te
m ostwonderfullpeop k. In pastyears, Ihawe beenhonored o m ake new fl¥ing
friends in Lim a, Peru;Cusco, Peru;MountH ow ard ; Garm isch , Germ any ;
Lakeuew, Oregon;and otiers. Now, add Mazam a, Wash ington and Goat
Mountain © tat st In fact, raise itto \ery nearte op oftat st

The firsttrip up GoatM ountain caughtme wit my m out wide open, botiom jaw dropped ©
somewhere around my knees,and my eyes as big as saucers as | tried © soak italin. Iflrememberit
correctl, Mike MciIntyre m ade an open invtation o tie clib tom ake tis trip, and 1 an so happy t atl
Jum ped on t atbandw agon. Launch at4400 feet, or tereabout, opened up anentire b new (ome)
Mvistainto te Cascades. G hcier conered peaks stretched across tie horizon. The airwas so c ban and
chartatadozenmills seemed o be Bke one. Ihaw rare b seensuch naturalbeauty.

Butreal¥, I don’tw ant &l aboutparag Iding in
tis arick. Sowhatiflgotto 11,000 feeton tis
trip?1do,however,wantto &al aboutfling of
sork- balbon riding. Nott atlwoul ride one, but
Caro ldid. Today,she wears a T-shirtt atdisp hys “I
Thw Wint rop”and she wears itas proud ¥ as I wou i
any ofmy parag lding shirs. lam alvays am azed at
Caroll She has such adefinitnve Istofwildo’ and
won’tdo%s. Forexam pl,she wi Bl in an ancient
biphne. She willride awickerbasketatiached © a
hotair balbon. Butshe won’tgetchbse © fking on a

e parag lder orahang g lder. The ting t atam azes me
tie mosttough,is tatshe alh ostalays goeswit mewhil we ¥, and so because ofparag lding,
she has mette mostwonderfullpeop } and been © te m ostw ondrous ofp hces as we W

So for Caro B te firstm orning in W int rop, Wash ington
began ear¥. Inside our €nt, e alm chbck (yes, alhm
cbck)wentoffatabout5:00 am. Itwas aharsh

aw ak ening forme, butCaro bw as so excitd, she was up
pum ping te entire night 1tink she was flkinginher S
s Bep. None ofus hawe everhad © atexperience before, == o
hawe we?By six,we were driving © t e balbon hunch
sit o meetKurtand Me Inda ofMoming G bry
Balbons. We watched Kurtsend asm allhe fum
balbon up, and we nokd his smill as affir ation ofte
spEndid moming tatwas o folbw. The winds were
going © be perfect We ks€ned as he instruced. We
watched as he and Me Indasetup. We he bed crew where we coull o become otal involled in te
process. Before bng, te balbonwas inflid and up, tenitwas Caro ks turn  getin tie basket She
was te firstoffive passengers, and her infectious sm il said itall Giddy wou l be agreatdescription.
I knew she was aboutt hawe fun. So did she.




The propane b kst drow ned outt e Rhugh®r forseconds atatime. Those ofus watch ing from te
ground nokd te basketgetling Igh®rand Hgh€r, tenitwas up and gone. Atfirstte basketb Bw ©
teeast pstfeetoffte ground. Itstayed bw forseveralminutes whilk tie driver, Kurt, spoke o tie
passengers and kepttem orientd. Thenhe hitte gas. The balbon Ifed o afw hundred, a
tousand, two tousand feet, now westw ard bound.

Anhouraferitstared, te balbon satin a fresh ¥ cutfie B. The Bndingwas so genth tatCarol
didn’teven fee he baskethitte grass. Iknow she had fun because when te balbonsetdown, tere
was tatsame smill, justas big, justas happy as itwas in te beginning. The balbon had gone several
mills up vally. Ithad beeninentional® buzzed by asm alp lne so tie balbon passengers go a ktl
extratrill They had seensigh® from acoup # tousand feett aton ¥ ahandfu lofpeop B hawe e\er
seen.

Ihawe © & Byou tatl trul appreciat tatCarollcomes wit me when I go fling. | appreciak te
way tatshe finds tings o do. | appreciat te way she ofen ustsit and wait. | truly appreciat te
way she drives. And | ustbwe tatsmilk.
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