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RememberWhen
by Kim Sm it

This nextm ont (Feb)
marks 14 years since my
firstparag kding flgh t My
firstday oftraining is
etched keen¥ inmy mind.
Hrst we practiced putting
on aharness, h ook ing into
te wing, and working on
forw ard infhtions. Afera
btofsweat, running, bunch ing, and fo Bling t e
wing atte park we were offoasmalhill

The training h i Bw as notfar aw ay and soon w e
were geting ready © getoffte ground. lIwas
bot scared and excitd and jum ped atti e
chance ©giwe itatty. Wit teheboftwo
instructors lwas ab I © bunch and Bnd wit out
any troub ¥. WOW ! Idid it

The fllgh twas on ¥ about5

feetoffte ground and about

50 feet bng butlwas stoked!

I wantd © do itowerand

overagainuntimy Bgs

final gaw out

A coup B ofweeks herl o -
finall gotmy chance ata -y,
high fight lwas realy
apprehensive as I waitd for
my trmn © run off Tiger ; s
Mountain. Soon Iwas nextin Ine © hunch,
shaking Bke an aspen Bafin a20 knotbreeze.
O\ertie sound ofmy pounding heartlheard,
“You ready?Yes20n te countoftree, OK?
OK.One,two,tree! Leanand run!”>’My
parag Bder cam e up perfectd and I was off. As
tie ground s Bpped be bw me lasked myse F
"whatte heck an 1doing!" Butitwas o ke
o change my mind and I was soon hundreds of
feetabowe tie \ally fhor. | bgged four fligh &
t atday and parag lding h as been my passion
e\ersince. lhawe spentm any, m any hours
studying weat er and fl¥ing conditions, driMing
t Bunch, paraw aiting, and ofcourse, fl¥ing.

Iwas sohungry © Bam tatl read exerytiing |
cou Bl find aboutparag Iding. Ispentah ost
exerywakingmomentonte hilinte LZ,or

in te airduring t ose fistfew years. Iset
myse Fsome goal when I stared and earned my
“Chss I”Tating in te fistm ontt and my “Clss
II”Witin6monts. Thatwas before USH GA
changed o te currentP-1,2,34,5sysem. O\er
te nextfew years, Iworked on getling alit e
para-ratings abng wit my tandem and
advanced instructor ratings. | tink tatmy wife
was aboutready o kick me t tie curb because
oftis sport

Many times I wondered iflwoul sunive bng
enough t becom e aproficientpi bt There were
aloafew times I ah ostquitparag Iding. One
time I'neg spun*my glder wice during one
fllgh tand ten ah osthad am idair co Bsion
wit anoterpibt Fortree days lwas
consumed w it whathad happened and what
cou B hawe happened. Ihad been\ery licky and
decided o eiter figure outwhy ithad h appened
or notfl again.

o _ The fo bwing

Friday Iwas on
hunch and w aited
unti ke\eryone was
offte hiMland
sinking out “Ok,”~
Itought“lcando
tis.””1 hunched,
Thw straigh tout
owverte LZ and
purpose ¥ neg spun
my glder. Inte
LZ one instructor adMsed m e nott do t at
anym ore butlwantd © know whatmy wing
woull doand how itwoul reactin sim i br
situations. O\erte nextmont ortwo, lwas
spinningmy glderexerywhere. Instad of
turmning te glder I woul spin it180 degrees. |
w as happy, butl an sure exeryone t ough tli
wou Bl end upinte trees sooneror ker.

I now fe kinvincib B and t ough tl k new
exerytiing tere was © know aboutparag Iding.
Itink tey calktis fee Ing interm ediat
syndrome. Then Ihad afw chbse call,some
friends had f¥ing mish aps, and | stared
wondering ifl woul be next So I stared &k ing
iteasy by nottak ing as m any ch ances and
Baving m ore room forsafety. IsoBmyhot




wing for asafer one and disconered tatlhad a
btm ore © Bam aboutparag Mding.

Fourken years h awe since com e and gone, | h awe
Bamned a btfrom oter pibt, from articks in

m agazines, from my ow n experiences, and
especiall from my student t athawe asked
questions tatl cou B notanswer. Twoull ke
o tank tem formakingme study, tink, and
figure outte answers.

lan stlhere and my passionis st ll
parag lding. My passion is notas strong as it

once was butis alvays renewed when I'm
around newer P-2 pibs. Itis good for us o Ber
pibt (yes,oBer)omingkwit newerpibt
because each has someting o share. The o Ber
pibt hawe tieirmany experiences whilb tie
newer pibt share teirent usiasm whil
seeking  expand teir parag lding k now kdge.

Let’s hope tatwe alhawe enough Mick inour
bag 0 Bstas pibt untilwe fillt athagwit
experience. Good Mick during tie com ing
season.

TH E RPC SOCIALSCENE

by St\e Messm an

H ere itis Jnuary of
2008 akeady. Where
has the time gone ?A
beter question

even- whenis te
bcalweat er going -
be good enough © T2 ¥
Itrul be be\e I haw
neverhad such a bng
dry spe B I’'m tinking ofgetting outtie Oasis
forte firsttme | f instad ofusing tie Z oom .

Thatsaid, we haw apropction for a coup ¥ of
clib activities t ath awe been added o e clib
callndar. Speaking ofcalindars, be sure
check outte callndarontiis mont s web sit.
We are working on changing it So far,we haw
are htive ¥ good co Bction ofevent com ing up
during tie year. Those inclide e\ery exentl can
find t athas anyting o dowit parag lding. As
tim e goes on, I willchange te callndarina
coup B ofways. Hrsttie change willbe asimpll
form atchange. U kimae ¥, 1 and am  bok ing for
away tomake itinkractive- ifany ofyou hawe
anideaon t at, Btitfbw.

Parach ute Repack :

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

This wilhappenon te 160 of Reb. Iwilkend
outadditionalnotices as we Mas driving
instructions. Thatw i Malhappen in te next
week ortwo, ifithas notaleady.

Ebey Cam ping Trip: Yes,we haw tis one
schedu bd allo. Itis on te sociallcalndar for
18, 19 and 20 Apri 12008. Lets hope for agreat
year. ldidn’tfl ataBMkstyear. H ad funwit
te group as alays, butitwas te firsttime |
everwent®o Ebey and faild © f¥. | am praying
tattis yearis notarerun- butwhenyou’re
deallngw it te greatnortwestwhoknows?

Fort Flg Br Trip: lam notscheduling tis one,
oter tan  putiton te calindar for May. Itis
\ery €ntatinve. |am waiting © coordinat w it
some ofte folls up nort tatspenttime and




energy putting togeter te FortFig Br fling
packet Fling tere,by te way,is notasure
ting ustyet somore © folbw.

Thattekes us into dine and tie annuallBremer
canpout Then,into ¥ wit alkinds of
tings ke Lakeview, e Che n Chssic, te Rat
Race, te Tiger Mountain ¥ in, and a potntal
trip © GoatM ountain. Tons o’ stuff.

Check outtie callndar atte web sie form ore
info. You m igh te\en suggestdats, especialy
on tose exent tatwe hawe notfim ¥

schedu lid.

As alays, ifanyone has any ot erideas,

com m ent®, suggestions, criticism s, you k now
how reach me. I,and lam sure te restofte
clib,woul we kom e anyt ing constructive.

An Eyeopener atSanta Barbara
by Wayne Maxw e ll

I'm siting atte
Skyport Bhunch , a
Itk before noon,
with 13 or 14 oter
bags. The cycls are
sporadic, som etim es
cross, ranging from 0
o4mph. The sky is
char,cobred a
perfectb e, and te
€m perature is wam ,
sowarm in factt atl see one guy hunch inate
shirt

The restofus are notinahurry. Instad,we
enjoy te scenic coas tine
be bw watching as te
Ronall Reagan - anuclar
aircraftcarrier - seam s out
afer tree days in port
Li€ is good!

Aferanhourofwaiting, te
Lre ofte sky is 1o great
and pi bt begin o kunch.
Forte mostparttey stay
up, butdon‘tgetm uch abowe
Bunch.

Atabout2pm wit on¥ five otier pibt

rem aining on hunch,its my wrn © Baw te
ground. Aferbeing a hunch potato up unti i
now, I'm \ery wam inmy Hlghtny bnshe land
anxious 1 coo loffw it anice afernoon fligh t

Fee Ing m uch o cocky witt my hunch skill, |
quick ¥ pulup ina\ery Ightcych. As I um, |

can fee ke wing is notpressurized butmy
confidence prope I me forward. The edge of
Bunch is cbse, oo cbse 1 gain enough speed
o full bad te wing from i€ currentah ost
co Bpsed condition. As I clbar tie edge, | free
fal(nom aMor such a poor hunch )and bare ¥
miss te big rock ustbe bw hunch. I'm fl¥ing,
butbe bw Bunch and fee Ing real® bum m ed
aboutmy dum b ass disp hy.

AtSkyport you need © find Htimmediat ¥ or
head outtoward te LZ.As I'm akeady be bw
Bunch , my chances for asoaring fligh tare
worse tan norm alland I'm afraid © wm in te
Igh t HtIm finding so its off o te anknna
farm forme.

Owertie BIG power Enes atabout100 feet
highertan te nearby
anennaheight | inal
find some Eghtterm al
albwingme  gain

qsome alitude alitbe

whil wondering whatit

woull be lke Dhaw a

co Bhpse and falonto an

antnna.

Theres agagg B of8 or
~ 9 ofus hanging our
~here,mosth between
2000 and 2400 feet The termall are smal
weak,and a ktth o infrequentformy Kking,
butlhol on for about20 m inutes. Afera ktth
"sinky** period, | decide © head for Parm a, te
LZ ,before bsing any m ore alitude. I can see
tatsome pibt haw akady fai bd © reach
Parm aand have Bnded atSaintM arys, te
nearestacceptab k¥ bai but




Parm a is on abitofas bpe,w it some trees, WRONG!! | bnd shortofte Wp dropping tie
bushes, and rocks scatiered about Itallohas a wing into Ene hungry bush. As ittumns out te

lIp and streameris inte Be side
step fallo wind shadow oft at
arauvne on | aforem entioned tree.
teeast
side. Inte = The nextpi bt hnding, is
norm alwsw allofoolld by te streamer
winds here, and EBnds be bw te Hp.
you don‘t Folbwinghim ,apibttkes
wantt get = ahigherapproach and hit
dow nw ind "tewatrfall Whatasigh t!
oftatlp, S H e seems t be sinking o
as tereisa & Retforeery footforw ard.
Itk - He Bnds on¥ inches from
watrall . 265 E ~ te Ip.
type action | ot R i
t atoccurs tere. Rewew ing my fligh tpromMdes m e som e good
safety tips.
Atone pointon te way out, I noticed a Itth - Al ays consider "tie big picture”whil
more westw ind © an nom all Now, bok ing focusing and inkrpreting te smalrdetil.
toward te tree where te hangs breakdown, | -H umiMy is agood Mrtue © hawe on hunch
notice e windsock is missing so shiftmy focus and e Bewhere in aliconditions whil
 anearby steamertats hanging Inpl. My participating in t is sportofparag lding.
tough tis now ofanowind Bnding forge tting - Al ays remem ber, Li® is good!
aboutmy earBerwestw ind obsenation.
COME, Around noonw it te sky showing a30% cbud
TAKE AWALKWITH ME.... co\er, Istartte hike up tis step and rocky
by Mike McIntyre s bpe,headed © e hunch about700 et
above. Now usualll,when driving up © Bunch,
Its Jnuary 8t , a I don*tspend o m uch time for re flkction. |
Wednesday in soutem concentrat on analzing conditions and
CaHomia. 1\e been h ope fu ¥ figuring outm y soon ® be executed
f¥ing down here fora Tlgh tp Bn. Today however, tis step and
coup B ofweeks, butnot solary 45 minut hike upinte sun,wit
. as ofenas | had hoped, frequentbreaks abng te way, changes my
and none ofmy usual mentaldynam ics, and | tke te ime ©
pRym aks are avai kb B, conem p e alite experiences b ath awe
s0 I decide D gohawe a broughtme © tiis plhce, © give me te
bok atThe Grade'on confidence © tink I can fly here onmy own.
my own. AtBRastsome ofyouwiltink tatwhatlm
doing today is stdriven by abig ego, and t at
| flw te grade aweek agowit four bcalpi bt is one way of bok ing atit Ihad afriend who
whoknow te sit and know whattey're doing. | |Woulsay lwas beingbrave whenshe really
Thatday itwas nice and hem icw it everybody | | Meantlwas beingstupid. Today she wou B
getting se\eratlh undred fetower, butfor reasons hawe said I'm being heroic. 1don‘tfee heroic,
unbeknownstome,we allBnded eary at Justconfidentin te tings I'e Barned.
around 3:30 pm . Today, alt e pi bting
decisions w i Mbe m ine o m ake. As Im waliing up, I refictonmy fistflgh &,
my instructors insisence on safety alvays, te




tips receined from oterpibt,allbe flght 1\e
m ade in diferentconditions, and tie Bssons
Barned from waftching oters.

One experienced pi bto B us © aton any given
day m ostaMofte sies we Ty can be me Bbw
and easy. Onanoterday wit te wrong
conditions any and alofour sits can be

dow nrigh tdangerous. Anoter pi bttaugh tme
how t recognize some basic parts ofatem al
as tey come trough bunch. (They hawe part?
Yes, tey do.) Anotertalled aboutsitting on
Bunch and tim ing tese cycls. Yetanoter

im pressed uponme tatl finaly had te skill
and gudgm entto controimy g lder on kunch and
not hunch unti Band unBss I wantd ©. And of
course tiere were my initiallinstructors wh o
taugh tme inno uncertain €ms, O give my
glder and alequipm entfrequentairw ort iness
inspections, and © perform a com p k€ and
system atic pre fligh thefore exery fligh t

A Btese Bssons, experiences, and associations
wit every pibtleverknew, are coming up tis
hillwit me today,and I'm graefulHor te
confidence itgives me omake my own
decisions.

Arriving final at Bunch, I draw on alimy
pibting experiences tese Bsttree years.
Sitting tiere, Bking abreak, | watch te Red-
tai Bd H awks, bok atte sky nearand far, im e
te cycls, and obsene tie m otion oft e Thgs

whente cycls come trough te Bftorte
rightoruptie midd k. 1 ky outmy glder and
gear, boking itover alibe whill, tien bok
around te sky some more. Hookingin,ldomy
pre fligh t(R1234RTS), and fee Bgood t atl'm not
worried b atl\e Bftsometing out Inflktng in
te fisttird ofanice Itth cych, Icheck my
Ines and canopy , turn cah ¥ and take anice
genth sepupinotewill ble.

This fllgh took me © m ountain top, about1400
feet and Bsed aboutan hour,wit no cbse call
or earofte unknown. On¥ are kxing fligh tin
tie com pany ofte Red-tail and a Bnding righ t
next®o te truck.

Ahhhh!
This is whatits supposed © be Ke.
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