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Rem e m be r W h e n
by Kim  Sm ith

Th is  next m onth  (Feb) 
m ark s  14 years  s ince  m y 
first paragliding fligh t. M y 
first day of training is  
etch ed k e enly in m y m ind. 
First, w e  practiced putting 
on a h arne s s , h ook ing into 
th e  w ing, and w ork ing on 
forw ard inflations .  After a 

lot of sw eat, running, bunch ing, and folding th e  
w ing at th e  park  w e  w ere  off to a sm all h ill.

Th e  training h ill w as  not far aw ay and soon w e  
w ere  getting ready to get off th e  ground.  I w as  
both  scared and excited and jum ped at th e  
ch ance to give it a try.  W ith  th e  h elp of tw o 
instructors  I w as  able to launch  and land w ith out 
any trouble.  W OW !  I did it! 
Th e  fligh t w as  only about 5 
fe et off th e  ground and about 
50 fe et long but I w as  stok ed! 
I w anted to do it over and 
over again until m y legs  
finally gave out.

A couple of w e e k s  later I 
finally got m y ch ance at a 
h igh  fligh t. I w as  really 
appre h ens ive as  I w aited for 
m y turn to run off Tiger 
M ountain.  Soon I w as  next in line  to launch , 
s h ak ing lik e  an aspen leaf in a 20 k not bre eze . 
Over th e  sound of m y pounding h eart I h eard, 
“You ready? Ye s? O n th e  count of th re e , O K? 
OK. O ne, tw o, th re e!  Lean and run!”  M y 
paraglider cam e up perfectly and I w as  off.  As  
th e  ground slipped below  m e  I as k ed m ys elf 
"w h at th e  h eck  am  I doing!"  But it w as  too late 
to ch ange m y m ind and I w as  soon h undreds  of 
fe et above th e  valley floor.  I logged four fligh ts  
th at day and paragliding h as  be en m y pas s ion 
ever s ince .  I h ave spent m any, m any h ours  
studying w eath er and flying conditions , driving 
to launch , paraw aiting, and of cours e , flying.

I w as  so h ungry to learn th at I read everyth ing I 
could find about paragliding.   I spent alm ost 
every w ak ing m om ent on th e  h ill, in th e  LZ , or 

in th e  air during th os e  first few  years .   I s et 
m ys elf som e  goals w h en I started and earned m y 
“Clas s  I” rating in th e  first m onth  and m y “Clas s  
II” w ith in 6 m onth s .  Th at w as  before  USH GA 
ch anged to th e  current P-1,2,3,4,5 system .  Over 
th e  next few  years , I w ork ed on getting all th e  
para-ratings  along w ith  m y tandem  and 
advanced instructor ratings .  I th ink  th at m y w ife  
w as  about ready to k ick  m e  to th e  curb becaus e  
of th is  sport.

M any tim e s  I w ondered if I w ould survive long 
enough  to becom e a proficient pilot. Th ere  w ere  
also a few  tim e s  I alm ost q uit paragliding.  O ne  
tim e  I 'neg spun' m y glider tw ice  during one  
fligh t and th en alm ost h ad a m idair collis ion 
w ith  anoth er pilot.  For th re e  days  I w as  
consum ed w ith  w h at h ad h appened and w h at 
could h ave h appened.  I h ad be en very luck y and 
decided to e ith e r figure  out w h y it h ad h appened 

or not fly again.

Th e  follow ing 
Friday I w as  on 
launch  and w aited 
until everyone w as  
off th e  h ill and 
s ink ing out.  “O k ,” 
I th ough t, “I can do 
th is .”  I launch ed, 
flew  straigh t out 
over th e  LZ  and 
purpos ely neg spun 
m y glider.  In th e  

LZ  one  instructor advis ed m e  not to do th at 
anym ore  but I w anted to k now  w h at m y w ing 
w ould do and h ow  it w ould react in s im ilar 
s ituations .  Over th e  next m onth  or tw o, I w as  
spinning m y glider everyw h ere .  Instead of 
turning th e  glider I w ould spin it 180 degre e s .  I 
w as  h appy, but I am  sure  everyone th ough t I 
w ould end up in th e  tre e s  sooner or later.

I now  felt invincible and th ough t I k new  
everyth ing th e re  w as  to k now  about paragliding. 
I th ink  th ey call th is  fe eling interm ediate  
syndrom e .  Th en I h ad a few  close  calls, som e  
friends  h ad flying m is h aps , and I started 
w ondering if I w ould be  next. So I started tak ing 
it easy by not tak ing as  m any ch ance s  and 
leaving m ore  room  for safety.  I sold m y h ot 
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Parach ute  Repack :

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Th is  w ill h appen on th e  16th  of Feb.  I w ill s end 
out additional notice s  as  w ell as  driving 
instructions .  Th at w ill all h appen in th e  next 
w e e k  or tw o, if it h as  not already.

Ebey Cam ping Trip:  Ye s , w e  h ave th is  one  
sch eduled also.  It is  on th e  social calendar for 
18, 19  and 20 April 2008.  Let’s  h ope  for a great 
year.  I didn’t fly at all last year.  H ad fun w ith  
th e  group as  alw ays , but it w as  th e  first tim e  I 
ever w ent to Ebey and failed to fly.  I am  praying 
th at th is  year is  not a rerun— but w h en you’re  
dealing w ith  th e  great north w e st, w h o k now s?

Fort Flagler Trip:  I am  not sch eduling th is  one , 
oth er th an to put it on th e  calendar for M ay.  It is  
very tentative .  I am  w aiting to coordinate w ith  
som e  of th e  folk s  up north  th at spent tim e  and 

TH E RPC SOCIAL SCENE
by Steve  M e ssm an

H e re  it is  January of 
2008 already.  W h ere  
h as  th e  tim e  gone?  A 
better q ue stion 
even— w h en is  th e  
local w eath er going to 
be  good enough  to fly? 
I truly believe I h ave 
never h ad such  a long 
dry spell.  I’m  th ink ing of getting out th e  O as is  
for th e  first tim e  I fly instead of us ing th e  Z oom .

Th at said, w e  h ave a projection for a couple of 
club activitie s  th at h ave be en added to th e  club 
calendar.  Speak ing of calendars , be  sure  to 
ch eck  out th e  calendar on th is  m onth ’s  w eb s ite . 
W e are  w ork ing on ch anging it.  So far, w e  h ave 
a relatively good collection of events  com ing up 
during th e  year.  Th os e  include every event I can 
find th at h as  anyth ing to do w ith  paragliding.  As  
tim e  goe s  on, I w ill ch ange th e  calendar in a 
couple of w ays . First th e  ch ange w ill be  a s im ple 
form at ch ange . Ultim ately, I and am  look ing for 
a w ay to m ak e  it interactive— if any of you h ave 
an idea on th at, let it flow .

w ing for a safer one  and discovered th at I h ad a 
lot m ore  to learn about paragliding.

Fourte en years  h ave s ince  com e and gone, I h ave 
learned a lot from  oth er pilots , from  articles  in 
m agazine s , from  m y ow n experience s , and 
e specially from  m y students  th at h ave as k ed 
q ue stions  th at I could not answ er.   I w ould lik e  
to th ank  th em  for m ak ing m e  study, th ink , and 
figure  out th e  answ ers .

I am  still h ere  and m y pas s ion is  still 
paragliding.  M y pas s ion is  not as  strong as  it 

"In aviation you ve ry rarely get your h e ad bitten off by  a tige r.

You usually get nibbled to de ath  by  duck s."

once w as  but is  alw ays  renew ed w h en I'm  
around new er P-2 pilots .   It is  good for us  older 
pilots  (ye s , older) to m ingle w ith  new er pilots  
becaus e  each  h as  som eth ing to s h are .  Th e  older 
pilots  h ave th e ir m any experience s  w h ile th e  
new er pilots  s h are  th e ir enth us iasm  w h ile 
s e e k ing to expand th e ir paragliding k now ledge .

Let’s  h ope  th at w e  all h ave enough  luck  in our 
bag to last as  pilots  until w e  fill th at bag w ith  
experience .  Good luck  during th e  com ing 
s eason.
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An Ey e ope ne r at Santa Barbara
by W ayne  Maxw ell

I'm  s itting at th e  
Sk yport launch , a 
little before  noon, 
w ith  13 or 14 oth er 
bags . Th e  cycles  are  
sporadic, som etim e s  
cros s , ranging from  0 
to 4 m ph .  Th e  s k y is  
clear, colored a 
perfect blue, and th e  
tem perature  is  w arm , 

so w arm  in fact th at I s e e  one  guy launch  in a te e  
s h irt.

Th e  re st of us  are  not in a h urry.  Instead, w e  
enjoy th e  scenic coastline  
below  w atch ing as  th e  
Ronald Reagan - a nuclear 
aircraft carrie r - steam s  out 
after th re e  days  in port. 
 Life  is  good!

After an h our of w aiting, th e  
lure  of th e  s k y is  too great 
and pilots  begin to launch . 
For th e  m ost part th ey stay 
up, but don't get m uch  above 
launch .

At about 2pm  w ith  only five oth er pilots  
rem aining on launch , it's  m y turn to leave th e  
ground.  After be ing a launch  potato up until 
now , I'm  very w arm  in m y ligh t nylon s h ell and 
anxious  to cool off w ith  a nice  afternoon fligh t.

Feeling m uch  too cock y w ith  m y launch  s k ills, I 
q uick ly pull up in a very ligh t cycle.  As  I turn, I 

can fe el th e  w ing is  not pre s surized but m y 
confidence  propels m e  forw ard.  Th e  edge  of 
launch  is  clos e , too close  to gain enough  spe ed 
to fully load th e  w ing from  its  current alm ost 
collaps ed condition.  As  I clear th e  edge , I fre e  
fall (norm al for such  a poor launch ) and barely 
m is s  th e  big rock  just below  launch .  I'm  flying, 
but below  launch  and fe eling really bum m ed 
about m y dum b as s  display.

At Sk yport, you ne ed to find lift im m ediately or 
h ead out tow ard th e  LZ . As  I'm  already below  
launch , m y ch ance s  for a soaring fligh t are  
w ors e  th an norm al and I'm  afraid to turn in th e  
ligh t lift I'm  finding so it's  off to th e  antenna 
farm  for m e .

Over th e  BIG pow er line s  at about 100 fe et 
h igh e r th an th e  nearby 
antenna h e igh t, I finally 
find som e  ligh t th e rm als 
allow ing m e  to gain 
som e  altitude  all th e  
w h ile w ondering w h at it 
w ould be  lik e  to h ave a 
collaps e  and fall onto an 
antenna.

Th ere 's  a gaggle of 8 or 
9  of us  h anging our 
h e re , m ostly betw e en 

2000 and 2400 fe et.  Th e  th e rm als are  sm all, 
w eak , and a little too infre q uent for m y lik ing, 
but I h old on for about 20 m inute s .  After a little 
"s ink y" period, I decide  to h ead for Parm a, th e  
LZ , before  los ing any m ore  altitude .  I can s e e  
th at som e  pilots  h ave already failed to reach  
Parm a and h ave landed at Saint M arys , th e  
neare st acceptable bailout.

energy putting togeth e r th e  Fort Flagler flying 
pack et.  Flying th e re , by th e  w ay, is  not a sure  
th ing just yet— so m ore  to follow .

Th at tak e s  us  into June and th e  annual Brem er 
cam p out.  Th en, into July w ith  all k inds  of 
th ings  lik e  Lak eview , th e  Ch elan Clas s ic, th e  Rat 
Race, th e  Tiger M ountain fly in, and a potential 
trip to Goat M ountain.  Tons  o’ stuff.

Ch eck  out th e  calendar at th e  w eb s ite  for m ore  
info.  You m igh t even sugge st date s , e specially 
on th os e  events  th at w e  h ave not firm ly 
sch eduled.

As  alw ays , if anyone h as  any oth er ideas , 
com m ents , sugge stions , criticism s , you k now  
h ow  to reach  m e .  I, and I am  sure  th e  re st of th e  
club, w ould w elcom e anyth ing constructive .
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COM E,  
TAKE A W ALK W ITH  M E....
by M ik e  McIntyre

It's  January 8th , a 
W edne sday in south ern 
California.  I've be en 
flying dow n h e re  for a 
couple of w e e k s , but not 
as  often as  I h ad h oped, 
and none of m y usual 
playm ate s  are  available, 
so I decide  to go h ave a 
look  at 'Th e  Grade ' on 
m y ow n.

I flew  th e  grade  a w e e k  ago w ith  four local pilots  
w h o k now  th e  s ite  and k now  w h at th ey're  doing. 
Th at day it w as  nice  and th e rm ic w ith  everybody 
getting s everal h undred fe et over, but for reasons  
unbe k now nst to m e , w e  all landed early at 
around 3:30 pm .  Today, all th e  piloting 
decis ions  w ill be  m ine  to m ak e .

Parm a is  on a bit of a slope, w ith  som e  tre e s , 
bus h e s , and rock s  scattered about. It also h as  a 
lip and 
ste ep fall to 
a ravine  on 
th e  east 
s ide .  In th e  
norm al w sw  
w inds  h e re , 
you don't 
w ant to get 
dow nw ind 
of th at lip, 
as  th e re  is  a 
little 
w aterfall 
type action 
th at occurs  th e re .

At one  point on th e  w ay out, I noticed a little 
m ore  w e st w ind th an norm al.  Now , look ing 
tow ard th e  tre e  w h e re  th e  h angs  break dow n, I 
notice  th e  w indsock  is  m is s ing so s h ift m y focus  
to a nearby stream er th at's  h anging lim ply.  M y 
th ough t is  now  of a no w ind landing forgetting 
about m y earlier w e st w ind obs e rvation.

W RONG!!  I land s h ort of th e  lip dropping th e  
w ing into line  h ungry bus h .  As  it turns  out, th e  

stream er is  in th e  lee  s ide  
w ind s h adow  of th at 
aforem entioned tre e .

Th e  next pilot landing, is  
also fooled by th e  stream er 
and lands  below  th e  lip. 
Follow ing h im , a pilot tak e s  
a h igh e r approach  and h its  
th e  w aterfall.  W h at a s igh t!! 
H e  s e em s  to be  s ink ing tw o 
fe et for every foot forw ard. 
H e  lands  only inch e s  from  
th e  lip.

Review ing m y fligh t provide s  m e  som e  good 
safety tips .
 - Alw ays  cons ider "th e  big picture" w h ile 
focus ing and interpreting th e  sm aller details . 
 - H um ility is  a good virtue  to h ave on launch  
and elsew h e re  in all conditions  w h ile 
participating in th is  sport of paragliding.
 - Alw ays  rem em ber,  Life  is  good!

Around noon w ith  th e  s k y s h ow ing a 30% cloud 
cover, I start th e  h ik e  up th is  ste ep and rock y 
slope, h eaded to th e  launch  about 700 fe et 
above.  Now  usually, w h en driving up to launch , 
I don't spend too m uch  tim e  for reflection.  I 
concentrate on analyzing conditions  and 
h opefully figuring out m y soon to be  executed 
fligh t plan.  Today h ow ever, th is  ste ep and 
solitary 45 m inute h ik e  up in th e  sun, w ith  
fre q uent break s  along th e  w ay, ch ange s  m y 
m ental dynam ics , and I tak e  th e  tim e  to 
contem plate all th e  experience s  th at h ave 
brough t m e  to th is  place, to give m e  th e  
confidence  to th ink  I can fly h e re  on m y ow n.
At least som e  of you w ill th ink  th at w h at I'm  
doing today is  just driven by a big ego, and th at 
is  one  w ay of look ing at it.  I h ad a friend w h o 
w ould say I w as  be ing brave w h en s h e  really 
m eant I w as  be ing stupid.  Today s h e  w ould 
h ave said I'm  be ing h e roic.  I don't fe el h e roic, 
just confident in th e  th ings  I've learned.

As  I'm  w alk ing up, I reflect on m y first fligh ts , 
m y instructors  ins istence  on safety alw ays , th e  



6

2008 Club O ffice rs
Pre s ide nt K im  Sm ith

Vice  Pre s ide nt Mik e  McIntyre

Se cre tary Kath y Sm ith

Tre asure r Kath y Sm ith

D ire ctor (Social) Ste ve  Me s sm an

Dire ctor (Safe ty) Doug Ette r

Ne w sle tte r Jim  Baldo

Pleas e  contribute  your storie s  and ph otos  
to th e  new sletter.  W ith out your 
contributions , th is  new sletter can not exist.

Th e subm is s ion deadline  for th e  next 
new sletter is  Feb. 24th .

tips  rece ived from  oth er pilots , all th e  fligh ts  I've 
m ade  in different conditions , and th e  le s sons  
learned from  w atch ing oth ers .

O ne  experienced pilot told us  th at on any given 
day m ost all of th e  s ite s  w e  fly can be  m ellow  
and easy.  O n anoth er day w ith  th e  w rong 
conditions  any and all of our s ite s  can be  
dow nrigh t dangerous .  Anoth er pilot taugh t m e  
h ow  to recognize  som e  bas ic parts  of a th e rm al 
as  th ey com e th rough  launch .  (Th ey h ave parts? 
Ye s , th ey do.)  Anoth er talk ed about s itting on 
launch  and tim ing th e s e  cycles .  Yet anoth er 
im pre s s ed upon m e  th at I finally h ad th e  s k ills 
and judgm ent to control m y glider on launch  and 
not launch  until and unles s  I w anted to.  And of 
cours e  th e re  w ere  m y initial instructors  w h o 
taugh t m e  in no uncertain term s , to give m y 
glider and all eq uipm ent fre q uent airw orth ine s s  
inspections , and to perform  a com plete and 
system atic prefligh t before  every fligh t.

All th e s e  le s sons , experience s , and as sociations  
w ith  every pilot I ever k new , are  com ing up th is  
h ill w ith  m e  today, and I'm  grateful for th e  
confidence  it give s  m e  to m ak e  m y ow n 
decis ions .

Arriving finally at launch , I draw  on all m y 
piloting experience s   th e s e  last th re e  years . 
Sitting th e re , tak ing a break , I w atch  th e  Red-
tailed H aw k s , look  at th e  s k y near and far, tim e  
th e  cycles , and obs e rve th e  m otion of th e  flags  

w h en th e  cycles  com e th rough  th e  left or th e  
righ t, or up th e  m iddle.  I lay out m y glider and 
gear, look ing it over all th e  w h ile, th en look  
around th e  s k y som e  m ore .  H ook ing in, I do m y 
prefligh t (R1234RTS), and fe el good th at I'm  not 
w orried th at I've left som eth ing out.  Inflating in 
th e  first th ird of a nice  little cycle, I ch eck  m y 
line s  and canopy , turn calm ly and tak e  a nice  
gentle step up into th e  w ild blue .

Th is  fligh t took  m e  to m ountain top, about 1400 
fe et, and lasted about an h our, w ith  no close  calls 
or fear of th e  unk now n.  O nly a relaxing fligh t in 
th e  com pany of th e  Red-tails and a landing righ t 
next to th e  truck .

Ah h h h ! 
Th is  is  w h at it's  suppos ed to be  lik e .

"W e  all sh are  th e  sam e  sk y."

Please  Sh are  your Storie s




