The Raner Riragking Chiy News btter

Se ndng tt e Parag Hing Com m unity ofWest m W ash ington

www Jrainierparag Idingclib org February 2008

FRingis tie second greatstt rilknow tom an!

In This Issue:

Ecuador: 2008 by George Sturtevant Rage 2
A Trip to th e Beach by W ayne Maxwe Bl Rage 3
Th is Phce is BIG! by Jim Ballo Rage 4

Onthe RFECW eb Site: Cakndar & Membersh ip Form




“ItSs NOtA Tour;Its An Ad\venture”: Ecuador 2008

by George Sturt vant

Nomaterhow much Istudy te guidebook and m aps before we go, | can’t
seem to getapicture inmy mind ofEcuador. The EBnding approach © Quit
makes itreall We’re atsom et ing Bke 9300 ftand com ing in bw and fast
rightovertie city,which is tucked into a vally between talivo Eanoes and
oterhigh peaks.

The nextday, driving outofte city, te rout is allktep gorges and high )
ridges. The 13,000 (real¥! 1didn’tadd an extra zero) ft Bunch we go © first |
is perfect- we WMexceptfor e farmer far be bw who doesntw antus 1o use
his Bnd forour LZ. Maybe we can com e back anoter day.

Up around Ibarra parag Iding is apparentld a touristattraction. 1hawen’tseen so m any
officiallgo\e rnm entroad sign for hunches since Lakeview. Unfortunak I, te tke

~ offs alkeem © face westand te weatier patermn tis week is outofte east The
10,400 ft Bunch is socked inand,when its not, e wind is oner te back. 1 puBup
my wing on te back side and astarthd burro brays bud I enough o starth me. Afer

¥ acoupl oftries,we find tattatte bwer tkeoff(9 300 ft)is Bunchab B and we all
geta fllgh t Bnding on tie shores of Lago Yah uarcochawhere indigenous peop I are
cutting reed for tieir totoram ats.

as te roads change
i from paved

S walbws. The Bunch
| isinapersisentcbud
&"’“’ and when itbreaks we

~ can see dustdevill !f}

break ing offtie fie Bs

Back near Ibarra conditions hawe im proved and we gettw o fligh & in aday, soaring oner te abh ost
obscured pyram id ruins on tie p lktau be bw. Then its on 10 an upscall h otspring resortwhere we
Lixuriak inhotpooll and co B rinerw akr.

The trip 0 tie coastis bng butscenicas we go from te 13,000 ftPapa lhcta Pass , dow n i rough te
chbud forest ofte intriorand abng te whit sand beaches. Flinghere is easy - bng ridges and
stady winds provde Htto parag Ider : and frigat bird alke. Gaps in te ridge
proMde ch alinge - cansom e of us make itback o te H ostria Canoa, our
hot I?The answeris “yes, ifyou be le\e””

Whenteweabertumns rainy at night, e unpawed strees wrn tomud, tie
road © hunch probab ¥ Kewise. We waititoutinstad, walling te beach hoping ©
turmn te comerand find te storied batcave. The tide is bohigh. Latrwe swim inte breaking
wawes;tewatriswarm ! Airhoriness strikes in e e aftrnoon and som e ofus carry our gear up
o hunch e\en for tie probab B 2-m inut s Bdder. Surprising ¥, conditions are beter t an expectd
and we getanoter tree-quartrs ofan h our ofsoaring.
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Rain in e m orming conMinces us © m o\e on 1 our finakf¥ing destination. Crucitais notfaras te
buzzard flles buttakes m ostoftie day whatw it disruptd ferry schedu s and roads tattake te
pat of Bastresistance t rough tie dry coastalHorest The nextday we’re on hunch ear¥ and wait
eagery for te \e beity 0 increase. The im patientones bunch ear, Tl © tie beach, and getquick
rides back © hunch. FHnalll its onand we head sout skimming te b Lffs, rising abowe te “st k
house ”;soaring The Spoon. Top Bnding is easy wit such a brge Bunch areaand tere is arestaurant
righttere. Afw ofus press againsttie souterl trend and reach te farend oftie ridge, atbe \ery
Bstgetting bw sing B digit on our GPS speedom etrs. The downwind Bg back is exhi hrating but
we can see wind Ines and whitcaps form ing. To nd on te beach in frontoftie hotk Brequires
penetrating outover tie surftien care fu Il crabbing back 1o te shore, keeping inmind te powerlnes
on bot sides ofte watrfrontM alcon.

Pack ing up ourw ings,we’re glhd we & com e 10 Ecuador. Its notjustte f¥ing, its te adwenture of
new food,hagglng atte Otanvab market, clm bing up inside te Basillcaand walling t e Ballog
bridge abowe tie nawe, and, ofcourse, parabonding wit our ft Bbw ad\enturers.
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Contactinfo: Kevin Lee, Ash Bnd, OR
<t erm alrack er.com /Acuador.h i >

Aride tothe beach in Santa safe j comm itfor e fllgh tto e beach.
Barbara.

by W ayne Maxw ¢ B Today I'm on Bunch wit 14 © 16 otier pi bt
wit cBarblie skies and genth 35 mph cychls
Five or six years com ing up Bunch. Righ toff Bunch | catch a
ago, | flw D e term alland get200/300 feetover. This is
beach wit Chad enough o make te transition o e "Therm all
Bastian. Att at Factory.” larrive wit enough alitude o start

working itand cimb my way © a Itth abo\e
four grand. Repeatd atem pt 0 gohigher
conMvnce me tattis iswhere e Httops out
The rul oftumb is tatifyou're at4000 m s lat
te term alfacbry, you hawe enough alitude ©
now you can Bnd on make itto te beach. INe made it 4K here

e beach righ tin before butal ays pidd Bd away my alitude

town, rightwhere we park .1] e moho! Yeahl |S trying o gethigher. "Nottis time!!" | wrn and

time,youhad © hnd i
way downatte east
end oftow n. Guess
what?The rulks
hawe changed and

t atcoo lor wh at?? goonglde fortie beach.

These new rulls hawe been in eflectsince |l arrived att e antnna farm at3700 ft- 200
sometime Bstyear, sosince ten, nom aterhow Overwhats needed for te finalglde © te
much 1wantd ©and nomaterhow much | beach. lIcontinue my glde wit a34 mph tail

tried, Ie been unab I © getenough alitude © wind. I ke tat




Nextw ay pointis tie Parma Ewhere | arrive at
2900 ft Ie now increased my safety m argin ©
400 ftas 2500 feetis needed from here. |
continue onw ard, boking atwhere te top oftie
pah trees inersecttie surf Ine. I'm beginning
© fee Inenous as I'm uncertain ifte ang b is

im promMng.

Wuss Wayne decides o push on a ktth furter
whil keeping Parmaw it in g lde. 1\e putoff
te decision as bng as possib k. I'm now st
seconds © te pointofno retumn. The pah Aurf
ang B sti Mdoesn‘t bok e its im proving.
Butkerfles are risinginmy chest A choice has
tbemade. "H eck " | rationallze, "e\erybody
knows I can'tsee anyw ay." And now its ©o
k. Pam ais outofreach. Aferafw more
anxious minutks I can see tatl\e haw it My
€nsions evaporat and now | can re x and
enjoy tie restofte flight

"Wow ! Whatawuew."

Before bng I'm overte beach atyo0 ft My
tough & are ofperform ing a SAT butl reallze if
Ibbw it itcoul spe Boub I} for te bcalclib.
Now is notte time 1 ruin agreatfligh tand
experience.

Aferanice Bnding lkit o\verto tie moho,
dropmy glderin te grass, and getaco B beer
formyse Fand te otier pi bk packing up.

Wow !Doub B wow !!

This Phce is Big!
by Jim Ballo

Whatdo te folbwing

m ountains hawe in

com m on: Mount
Whitney, Mount

W i lam son, Nort
Palsade, Midd B
Palsade, MountSi i
MountRusse I Sp It

! M ountain, M ount

Lang By, MountTynda ® Crooks peak ,

Po Enonium Peak, and Whit Mountain.”? Ifyou
said tey are allo\er 14,000 eettalten you
are probab ¥ am ountaineer, ageo bgist, or justa
\ery know Bdgeab B person. Butifyouranswer
was tattey allkurround te Owens \aly,
tenyou're probab ¥ allo a parag Iding pi bt

Lastfall 1 had te opportunity © tke a trip 0
Owens \ally,Ca. Abough tie flingw as
Inmitd due ©highertanidealwinds, te trip
proMded a greatintroduction to te fling

avai b B intis immense vally. Being guided

by Kari Kasth... price Bss!

Surrounded by so m any gigantic peak s, one
quick ¥ bses te abily © judge tie enom ity of
tis phce. The valy ite Fis about100 m i ls
bngby 100 15mills wide. The eastAvest
trrain allo gentl s bpes up from te midd k of
te \vally and quick ¥ get gobb kd up by ridges
t atprotrude ke fingers on ahand from te
bordering m ountain ranges. What boks ke a

mil caneasi b be five. As you can im agine, XC
is e norm fortis area, as are te boom ing
summertermal which generall make te area




unflab ¥ during t atseason. Butcome fall te
termal me Bbw (at Bastby some pi bts
definition)and te p lce becomes m ore friend ¥
10 em bark on your own XC ad\entures.

The Bunches we Msited were mosth on tie
easterm s bpes, tese are te ones tatbenefit

m ostby te afernoonsun. ABwere 4wheel
drive roads - and Idomean 4 whee Mrive -

m ak ing our bcalNW drixe up m ountain sites
bok ke kindergareners driver training roads.
The barren rrain Baes te roads high ¥
exposed @ us adding anew dim ension offear ©
our sport One particu br¥ nasty switch back
required ©e driver o stop and back up ©
correctl position teir\ehiclk soitcanmake it
around te hiMide. Cutitshortand te
outcropping rocks w i Ik Bce your rear tire. Cutit
o bng, and you'liall
fastr t an a parag Ider
inafulkalvitouta
resene. Peopll
occasional & Bus t at
we are courageous 10
partke in tis sport
To drive tese siks, our
drivers putour courage
shame. As lwas

ol bymywife, “Yes,
you know te end of
your \ehick is hanging
outower tie cHfbut
you allo trustt atyour frontwhee Bis stilon te
road.””

The hunches temse bes were notparticu krl
ch alinging as our bcalllbunches atBremer,
2-Bear, and tie Touth, promMde us adequat and

\aried ch alinges © hone our Bunching
tchniques. Infact te bhunch | found most
intim idating was attie one atasit calld te
Chall BLfEs. This sit is justa 100 ft taBlridge
Ine in te \aly t atproMdes not ing butridge
Mt Itwas however,my firstexposure at
Bunching inhigher (18 - 20 m ph)winds. Since
te Runch is inte com pression zone, once
away from te ridge, te f¥ing was routine as
was te hunch afer tatfirsttim e experience.

And, as I stated earler, our fhingwas Imitd
due o tie higherwinds which generaly
destroyed m ostofte termall and had tem
track ing deep into e mountains. Two fligh &
from Flnn', o from Paiut,and to from te
Chal bifs were allwe had t© fi Mour bg
books. Trips o Walks unch and te A Bbam a
H i @ promMded no
fligh & pstgreatsite
introductions. The first
: day, wenty five milks
outwas te fartest
anyone ofour group
fiw. lonk managed a
somewhat
disappointing tirken.

Butfor Gailland I, te
trip w as a rousing
success. Spending tim e
togetier,wit new and
ol friends,was areward inite E OK! A
hundred m i Brwou M hawe been nice buttere’
alvays nexttime - and tere willbe anexttime.
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