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A New Launch for 2Bear

by Bruce Burris

Mike, Wayne,and I metatte m ot lin Brinnon at
10:00 AM on Friday, te 22nd and proceeded up
te 2Bear hunch site. Aferacoup b ofhours of
lgh thrush claring, itw as decided we justm igh the

100 feethigher tan tie estab Ished 2Bear hunch.
For t ose ofyouwhohaw been © 2Bear, te new
Bunch is up te step Itk road tatis on te west
side ofte current hunch .

Mike was tie firstto tudge back up te seepincline wit glder and
harmess. When tis ktth fatfe Bbw stared up, lknew lwoullhawe b stop a
few times before making itto te op. Meanwhil, Wayne was dragging h is
feetwh i B waiting for son Wade and friend Cody © show up. When Wayne
final m ade itup © te new hunch,we heard Wade and Cody pu Bup dow n
be bw.

Mike was tie firstt go offand abeautifu Blunch itwas. 1&ink he might
hawe teken twosteps,tienitwas up,up,and away. Itink teonl time he
was bwertan hunch was whenhe finall gotcoli and headed fortie LZ.
Jistafer Mike ook off, I asked Wayne whatt e name shou M be for e new
Bunch. H e mentioned b atproper parag Iding etiquetie in som e part ofte
worll dictae tatte fisto hunch from anew site get te honor ofnam ing
It OK,Mike... we’re waiting for te nane. Whatw i lithe?

I setup © go next and being te new bie, I fum b Bd around and m anaged ©
knock my resene outofit pouch. Ihad o rep lce itin e container and re-
secure te pins forte hand k. As | futzed around, Wade gotready and k ited
from aposition be bw me, into a position above me and offomy right He
m ade it bok \ery easy. Someday, I hope © be halFas good. H is Bunch was
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superb as we Mand he was off.

| final gottings bgeter, buthad a tth difficuly wit a kel wind shiftand perh aps a Itth
indecision. Afersetting up again, | bhunched w it outdifficu ly. So farinmy shortcareer of
parag Iding, tis was m y bestflgh tas far as duration w as concerned, 1 hourand 32 minuts. Not
bad considering t atw it 53 previous Tligh €, |

onl had 12 hours and 54 m inuts. And exen

wit te new Bunch alitude figured at2950’, |

stayed abowve Bunch untillwantd © Bnd as e

we B According o my vario, I m ade itup ©

4708°. Wayne had mentioned te inversion <

hyerwas forecastd © be around 4500°s0 t at
was pretly much righ ton.

Wayne and Cody hunched as we Hland
e\eryone had agood fligh tand cou B stay up
as bng as desired. lenjoyed watch ing Wade
doaSATortwo,as we las acoup b of

he Bcopkrm aneuners, and som e spirall. A% 1 -
Wayne did some mil acroas we B Ifhe did anyt ing m ore aggressive, I missed it

I guess yours tulh was te Bsttogetcoll,as Iwas te Bsto
I Bnd. Ihad onl fbwn 2Bear one tim e before, and b atw as
whenwe were Bndinginte ol LZ a ktth furtereast |
guess you cou Bl say tiswas acomp bt ¥ new site forme, as |
hunched from adiflerent bunch and Bnded in adiflerentLZ .
I did drape my wing o\er afence afer Bnding, butno ham
was done © wing orm an.

Since my \ehichwas te onl¥ one atte L7 ,we used it
drive back up © Bunch. A BHive ofus pilldinas te o
young guys were going © Tl dow n again and Mike and Wayne wou ll drive tie otertwo \ehicls
back down. Whenwe gotto te op,e\eryone exceptme (1’d alkleady done ittwice!) trudged back up
tenew Bunch. lwalled © te westside oftie norm al2Bear Bunch and coul see Mike up atte
new Bunch. He ye ld down tathis camerawas in Wayne car, so | gotitoutand was ab B © get
som e shots, hopefu ¥ good ones. |didn’tgetto shootWades hunch,butl did gett ree or four shot
ofCody. | tink I gotacoup B ofgood shot ofWade wit Mt Rainierin te back ground.

We tenheaded downwit Mike Bading inWade van, Wayne inhis rig, and me fo Bbwing inm ine.
Upon arrivallatte LZ ,Wade and Cody were waiting for us.

New hunch sit.

New LZ (forme, anyway)

7 flight.

Lot ofbuoyantair.

A greatday wit bt ofb Le sky!




The P4'ness of2Bear

by Mike McIntyre

Fom time o ime we ™\ discussed t e rating ofsits for abi My, and h a\e
ne\er reached a consensus aboutwheter or notits agood idea. Some Si€s
are ratd atahigh e Ho contro kb e num bers ofpi bt using it Oters

rem ain unratd as m ostaMofours are, yetah ostany sit can be easy under
te righ tconditions, butdead ¥ underotiers. 1tink ithe Ibs and educats us
as pibt o discuss te various aspect ofoursits. This artick discusses
some ofte advanced aspect of2bearas Isee tem,and © inviEs your
com m ent and opinions.

As abitofback ground, we e been flking 2bear consisentld foron¥ two and ahalFseasons, which
Bst (due © snow ) from rough ¥ i t MO ctober. Usual® we onl m ake one fllgh tin a day because
ofte bng turmnaround time, and | wou M guesstim at tatwe e had a totalof200 fligh & tere,
dimMded am ong m aybe 25 pibt. Since its sochbse owhere I e, 1 go up on te majority oftrips
te op,and an parth responsib B forits deve bpment

Sowhy do ltink itrats some aspect ofan advanced sit?The firstting © rem em ber about2bear
is tatitsit rightin e midd B ofaregionallcon\ergence zone caused by tie O bm pic Mountains.
Additional¥, itis bcatd on one end ofa com parative ¥ sm alridge in te midd } ofavally running
eastAvest which set up a“mini”tonwergence zone witin te biggerone,sometimes kading ©
inerm itent“over-te-back ””hunch conditions. Actuall}, tiese con\ergence zones m o\e nort or
sout,go away, orvary inintnsity allbe time, m aking tings potentiall com p Icakd in te air, at
Bunch,and inte LZ. We allo frequentl com e across shear Ryers atvarious alitudes, where winds
are b bwing at\esth differentspeeds, and som etim es in diferentdirections. On one fligh t, |
encountred strong headw inds atalitude, m ak ing \ery tth progress oxer tie ground and didn’tt ink
Iwoulimake te LZ,butwentt rough ashear Ryer ataround 800”and tenshotforward ke a
rockett an exentuallgood knding. Iwas licky. The otier pi bt did notf¥ t atday, and iflhad
know n before hand aboutt atshear byer, lwoulin’thawe fbwneiter. Onanoterday, Sewe M.
com pared m uch ofhis fllgh tto aw ashing m achine on rinse cycl, butten encountred air by te
fall tatwas sosmoot tathe boaktd around forhalFan hour, waiting for us © arrive attie LZ ©
pick him up. Itcan be a ktth mis Bading © tall aboutw ind direction at2bear w it outinc liding

e Ivations, and you shou B be prepared for tie generaMorecastt be com p ke ¥ wrong. By-tie-way,
NOAA,MM5,and otersits ofen disagree as owhattey tink its going o be ke tere.

The nextting o be wary ofis tie hunch ite F Its a flht bndingwit astep Up in front a bt ke
Bremer,so you need  be ab B o inflhe trough te rotor,wall orrun o tie edge,and tenm ake
your Bunch decision. As ift at’s nottechnicalknough,we ofen encountr“ Be-side termall®;
where te sout face co lct tie heatand re Bases itfor good cycls (or not)which sometimes in
\arying degrees can dom inat te o\er-te-back convergence breeze. This Be side term alideaw as
real} apparentaboutam ont ago,when Htwas abundantabowe te ridge, butifyou sunk be bw te
ridge and © te sout ofit you gotbig time sink and heaw handed (butsom ehow m anageab B w it
enough alitude) wrbulnce... ... .bis despit tatwe had allbunched into nice soutier¥ cychls.

Som etimes tie flhg w i Mbe indicating righ tin your face, butw i loe justwind, orte tierm allm igh the
re Basing in frontof hunch a coup B ofhundred yards. You need 1o be ab I 10 recognize te
difference in tiese conditions and kunch inte rightcycl as we Mas Tl away from ornextto tie hilj
depending on said cycl, or perh aps find yourse Fsai Ing into \ery sink ing and/r turbu Entconditions
chse o tie ground.

The otertiing o watch outforhere is te LZ and vally winds. These hawe perhaps been te most
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consisentoutofe\erytiing Ive mentioned, m osth b bwing up vally. H owever,as is commonw it
vallys ke tis, tere ofenseems © be aventuri eflectso te surface vally wind is strong and
sometimes wrbulnt We haw ofenhad some prob Bm penetrating on finaland se\erallpi bt h awe
had 0 ke Bstm inuk evasive action o awoid te fence or \egetab B garden. On one occasion, t is
\a By \enturi m ay hawe contributd 1 an inury accidentfurterdown te vally. More rare ¥,
howewer,iftere is astrongweserl regionalwind, ten down vally winds can occur. You justhawe
10 be site aw are and watch for iton te day.

To sum up, 2bear is by com parison anew site,w it re bhtive ¥ few fllgh &€ uponwhich © form our
opinions. The topography and convergence bcation ofitm ake itam ore com p kx (and exciting)
proposition for kunching and fling, and te LZ tkes some focused site know Bdge o m ake itsafe.
Ourexperience so far shows t atfling conditions here can be \ery turbu Ent, som etim es m ore
wrbuntt anewen tie m ostexperienced am ong us are com fortab B wit. F¥ itby alimeans, buttake
advwantage ofan experienced pibtwit bcalk now Bdge,whobyhisexamp B willoe more kel ©
know when oreven if hunching is agood idea.

ANERY COOLLPROGRAM

by St\e Messm an

Recentl, I wenton a\ery coo Hrip o te WallbwaMountains in norteast
Oregon. Itis atrip | take wit severaHriends exery year, buttis was te best |
stilhawen™tm ade it te op of Dbseph FPeak, butlwas ustabout e it it
and top or not, 1 did m anage © getan 18 m i k fligh toutofit Notabad deall But
no, tis is nota fligh treport This is, inskad, areportofte work Idid AFTER
te flight

One ofte folls Iwas wit happened © be an engineer, and terefore inkresed in

such tings as com puter program s and GPS tracks. H e dow nbaded te tracks ofmy flight gave tem
tomeonmy “tumbdrive”and showedme how o puttem into am ap progran Bke MapSource by
Gam in. The question tenbecame, “H ow can I putmy GPS track onto Goog } Eart ?”Thatwas te
beginning ofmy search , and t atsearch ok me o aweb sit named Www.hybridgeotool.com *. You
migh twantt go tere ifyou are inkerestd in re IMng your favorie fligh &, because you certain ¥ can,
exery singb circhinexen tie smalstoftemal.

Hrstofal 1 assum e you have Goog §
Eart and know how ® use it Then,if
you go © Www.hybridgeotoo l.com °,
bok for Active GPX Rout Phyerand
click on te “downbad”bution forte
free \ersion. The dow n bad and

insta Mktion is standard and easy. What
you getfor your troub Bs is a\ery cool
o Ho isuallze and exen p by your
flightpust ke itwas am oMe. The
Active GPX Rout Phyeris in facta

p Byer. Itm owes tie icon tat
represent you abng your pat .
Depending onhow you h awe
configured your view ofGoog B Eart,
you can be fibating pastt ose m ountain
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2.Clck te downbad bution for te free \ersion
3.Accepttie €ms and do te standard insta Bktion.
4.0nce te program is instald and running, you h awve a coup ¥ ofoptions.
a)You can use your ow n m apping softw are © dow nbad your desired track 1o your desk top (I
saved mine as a.gpx fik.) Drag and drop t atfil into te GPX p hyer.
b)You can use te GPX Phyer © dow nbad directh from your Garm in GPS.
5.Go o te Mew menu, and se BctGoog Ik Eart as te Mewer (Thats your on ¥ option.)
6. Adstte view ofGoog I Eartt © te \ew ing m agnification and ang I t atyou w ant
7. Push te phy butibonon te GPX phyerand watch tie magic. A ktth icon t atrepresent you
w i lbe trave Ing in reall(scalld) tim e abng your ow n GPS track . Ift attrack is on top of
m ountains, or nextt rock peaks, t atis exacth whatyou w i lkee. And, you wiloe m oMng abng
tattrack, justbke youwere fling t atrout again. Itis awesomel!

You hawe a btofoptions now- again. By using te icons attie botiom ofte GPX p hyer, you can:
1. Change te ang } and range when track ing.
2. Change te cobroftracks.
3. You can anch or your tracks 0 tie ground or use te abso e allitude setting (recom m ended.)
4.You can anch or your trave Ing icon © te ground or use tie abso it alitude setting
(recom m ended.)
5.You can add som eone e Bes track o yourply kst change tie cobrofhisher tracks, and run
tatone (up b 50)attie same time- so you can re e your \ictory or your defeat
6. You can change tie curtain opacity. (The top and t e botiom ofyour abso lie alitude settings are
connectkd by a“curtain.”}
7.You can change te icon tattrave I te track during p hy.
8.And,whoknows whate He.

Whill yourare trave Ing, you can see tie scalld speed and distance. You can see tie actuakpeed and
distance. And, you can see tie totalldistance trave Bd. Forafree oo Bits \ery cooll

Ihawe inclided som e pictures ofmy tracks. You can see how te alitude changes during flight You
can see tie pat I took abng te mountain ridge. You cansee te turns inatermall And you can see
te wrns | ook at hnding © detrm ine wind direction.

Enjoy.




The Can-Am FF¥-in
by Jm Ballo

I"\e been checking te forecastformore tanaweek. Thishas on¥ increased
my anxiety ofusiting anew sit. Plis, vsiting during a fl-in adds anoter
hyer ofdiscom fort Fling wit unfam ilar pi bt can be ch alinging. Phcing
ones trustin anotier pi bts hands can Bawe one” stom ach fee Ing queasy. Yet,
I’m allo e Ing giddy. F¥ing asit wit 3600 \erticallaBbutguarantes a good
flight Fling asit wit 3600 \erticallis bound © be Jaw dropping gorgeous.

B hck Mountain is situatd in northern Wash ington, nort ofMap k Fall, eastof
: Sum as, and ustsout ofte Canadian border. Standing on kunch boking
nort, one can see te FHasier VAlly - aally which ite Fis surrounded by spectacu br fling sits for
ournortern neighbors. Gazing sout ,Mt Baker boms hrge in te distance. Be bw us © te westis
Siller Bke. For te mostpartitis surrounded by trees buton its souternshore tiere is a hrge fiell, a
fie Bwhich is e bcation for group cam ping and te headquarters for tis weekend's activities. This

fie M allodoub Bs as te primary LZ. Its hrge. Parag Iders and hang g lders caneasi b share it

The firstting one notices at lunch is t atits carpetd - ararity for Tl sits v atl Msit The second is
ik size. It basicall te widt ofte grawe lroad. A piece ofcarpetholis back te \egetationon te
uph i Bkide and promMdes ap hce © Byoutone’ wing. A second piece hols back te \egetationon te
dow nhi Bkide and promMdes arunway - a\ery step runway - for bhunch. H aving cyclls coming up te
face he bs wit one’ confidence and shou B provMde an easy infltion and an une\entfu Blunch .
Waiting o bng © hunch and having te cbuds b bck outte sunending tose cyclls tus albwing
te Hghtbase wind o cycl about110 degrees cross is notso encouraging.

Butsome sun does return and w it itsome \ery Ightcyclls albwing mostt do aforward hunch and
expbre for 15minuts orsoas tey genth sBd o te LZ farbe bw. Those arriving her tis day will
be greeted wit s Igh th betier conditions at lhunch butnotguit good enough t soar.

The Can-Am fF-in inclides a com petition buta\ery bw key one. The tiree exent inwhich pibs
com pet are te egg hunt, fligh tduration, and spot
Bnding. The egg huntconsis® offinding am arkerin an
unidentified fie  © t e nortt and ten describing t at
markerto te fie M judge when one Bnds. The duration
contstis 0 stay abftas cbse 0 aone hour duration as
possib B w it outgoing oner tie hour. The spot knding
contstis se Fexp Bnatory. These “chalinges”add an
extra fun dim ension © te f¥-in.

Saturday s conditions albough Ught albwed pi bt one
o scratch foranhourormore. Ifone were Ricky, itw as
exen possib B © spend some tim e above hunch abeit T AU
briefy. As far as Thing nort © bcak tatm aker, | did notw itness anyone headed in t atdirection.
The conditions beingwhattey were,wou Bl undoubtd ¥ Bad you o an ear¥ Bnding Bnding or a
Bnding aw ay from te LZ.

Sunday ended up being ano Tl day for albuta coup B ofpi bt as high cbuds m oved in and inhibited
te termallcychs at hunch.

B lhck Mountainhas tie poentiakto be aprem ier fking sit ifte conditions are favorab B and one t at
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you shou l add © your “to Msit’kt The
Can-Am fl-inwas \ery we BMorganized,
promMded tie m ain course for a pot lick type
dinner on Saturday e\ening, and a free
pancak e break faston bot Saturday and
Sunday. Wit anentry fee of 85, which
nclided tw o nigh ts ofcam ping, itcan tbe
beat

Th e annuallchib meeting willbe he i In Novem ber. At th at tim e, woting for
chlib officers willtak e plhce. It's th rough mem ber participation with new
and fresh ideas th at th is clib continues to strive. Pkase contribute to th e
chlib’s success by wo Iinteering for an officer position. Address your
inquiries to any clib officer.

PRase contribut your stories and ph otos

2008 Chb Ofhicers e news Bter. Wit outyour

contributions, tis new s Bter can notexist

President Mike McIntyre o
_ The subm ission dead Ine for tie next

Me President St\e Messm an news Bteris SepEm ber 25t .
Secretary Jim H arm on
Treasurer Katy Smit Ll 'ﬁh %dnll;mg %Ogtlh al(\g O
Director (Goog Il List)  David Grisw ol subm itied stories, ph otos,

_ and articlls. Itsyouwho
Director (Sakty) Doug Eter he bdrine the success ofthe
New s Btler Jm Ballo chlib.






