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A Ne w  Launch  for 2Be ar
by Bruce  Burris

M ik e , Wayne, and I m et at th e  m otel in Brinnon at 
10:00 AM  on Friday, th e  22nd and proceeded up to 
th e  2Bear launch  s ite .  After a couple of h ours  of 
ligh t brus h  clearing, it w as  decided w e  just m igh t be  
able to launch  from  th e  new  launch , w h ich  is  about 
100 fe et h igh e r th an th e  e stablis h ed 2Bear launch . 
For th os e  of you w h o h ave be en to 2Bear, th e  new  
launch  is  up th e  ste ep little road th at is  on th e  w e st 
s ide  of th e  current launch .

M ik e  w as  th e  first to trudge  back  up th e  ste ep incline  w ith  glider and 
h arne s s .  W h en th is  little fat fellow  started up, I k new  I w ould h ave to stop a 
few  tim e s  before  m ak ing it to th e  top.  M eanw h ile, Wayne w as  dragging h is  
fe et w h ile w aiting for son Wade and friend Cody to s h ow  up.  W h en Wayne 
finally m ade  it up to th e  new  launch , w e  h eard Wade and Cody pull up dow n 
below .

M ik e  w as  th e  first to go off and a beautiful launch  it w as .  I th ink  h e  m igh t 
h ave tak en tw o steps , th en it w as  up, up, and aw ay.  I th ink  th e  only tim e  h e  
w as  low er th an launch  w as  w h en h e  finally got cold and h eaded for th e  LZ . 
Just after M ik e  took  off, I as k ed Wayne w h at th e  nam e s h ould be  for th e  new  
launch .  H e  m entioned th at proper paragliding etiq uette  in som e  parts  of th e  
w orld dictate th at th e  first to launch  from  a new  s ite  gets  th e  h onor of nam ing 
it.  O K, M ik e…  w e’re  w aiting for th e  nam e .  W h at w ill it be?
I s et up to go next, and be ing th e  new bie , I fum bled around and m anaged to 
k nock  m y re s e rve out of its  pouch .  I h ad to replace it in th e  container and re -
s ecure  th e  pins  for th e  h andle.  As  I futzed around, Wade got ready and k ited 
from  a pos ition below  m e , into a pos ition above m e  and off to m y righ t.  H e  
m ade  it look  very easy.  Som eday, I h ope  to be  h alf as  good.  H is  launch  w as  
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superb as  w ell, and h e  w as  off.

I finally got th ings  togeth e r, but h ad a little difficulty w ith  a little w ind s h ift and perh aps  a little 
indecis ion.  After s etting up again, I launch ed w ith out difficulty.  So far in m y s h ort care er of 
paragliding, th is  w as  m y be st fligh t as  far as  duration w as  concerned,  1 h our and 32 m inute s .  Not 
bad cons idering th at w ith  53 previous  fligh ts , I 
only h ad 12 h ours  and 54 m inute s .  And even 
w ith  th e  new  launch  altitude  figured at 29 50’, I 
stayed above launch  until I w anted to land as  
w ell.  According to m y vario, I m ade  it up to 
4708’.  Wayne h ad m entioned th e  invers ion 
layer w as  forecasted to be  around 4500’ so th at 
w as  pretty m uch  righ t on.

Wayne and Cody launch ed as  w ell and 
everyone h ad a good fligh t and could stay up 
as  long as  de s ired.  I enjoyed w atch ing Wade 
do a SAT or tw o, as  w ell as  a couple of 
h elicopter m aneuvers , and som e  spirals . 
Wayne did som e  m ild acro as  w ell.  If h e  did anyth ing m ore  aggre s s ive, I m is s ed it.

I gue s s  yours  truly w as  th e  last to get cold, as  I w as  th e  last to 
land.  I h ad only flow n 2Bear one  tim e  before , and th at w as  
w h en w e  w ere  landing in th e  old LZ  a little furth er east.  I 
gue s s  you could say th is  w as  a com pletely new  s ite  for m e , as  I 
launch ed from  a different launch  and landed in a different LZ .
I did drape  m y w ing over a fence  after landing, but no h arm  
w as  done  to w ing or m an.

Since  m y ve h icle w as  th e  only one at th e  LZ , w e  us ed it to 
drive back  up to launch .  All five of us  piled in as  th e  tw o 

young guys  w ere  going to fly dow n again and M ik e  and Wayne w ould drive th e  oth er tw o ve h icles  
back  dow n.  W h en w e  got to th e  top, everyone except m e  (I’d already done it tw ice!) trudged back  up 
to th e  new  launch .  I w alk ed to th e  w e st s ide  of th e  norm al 2Bear launch  and could s e e  M ik e  up at th e  
new  launch .  H e  yelled dow n th at h is  cam era w as  in Wayne’s  car, so I got it out and w as  able to get 
som e  s h ots , h opefully good one s .  I didn’t get to s h oot Wade’s  launch , but I did get th re e  or four s h ots  
of Cody.  I th ink  I got a couple of good s h ots  of Wade w ith  M t. Rainie r in th e  back ground.

W e th en h eaded dow n w ith  M ik e  leading in Wade’s  van, Wayne in h is  rig,  and m e  follow ing in m ine . 
Upon arrival at th e  LZ , Wade and Cody w ere  w aiting for us .

New  launch  s ite .
New  LZ  (for m e , anyw ay)
7 fligh ts .
Lots  of buoyant air.
A great day w ith  lots  of blue s k y!
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Th e  P4'ne ss of 2Be ar
by M ik e  McIntyre

From  tim e  to tim e  w e’ve discus s ed th e  rating of s ite s  for ability, and h ave 
never reach ed a cons ensus  about w h eth e r or not it’s  a good idea.  Som e s ite s  
are  rated at a h igh   level to control th e  num bers  of pilots  us ing it.  O th ers  
rem ain unrated as  m ost all of ours  are , yet alm ost any s ite  can be  easy under 
th e  righ t conditions , but deadly under oth ers .  I th ink  it h elps  and educate s  us  
as  pilots  to discus s  th e  various  aspects  of our s ite s .  Th is  article discus s e s  
som e  of th e  advanced aspects  of 2bear as  I s e e  th em , and to invite s  your 
com m ents  and opinions .

As  a bit of back ground, w e’ve be en flying 2bear cons istently for only tw o and a h alf s easons , w h ich  
lasts  (due  to snow ) from  rough ly July till O ctober.  Usually w e  only m ak e  one  fligh t in a day becaus e  
of th e  long turnaround tim e , and I w ould gue s stim ate th at w e’ve h ad a total of 200 fligh ts  th e re , 
divided am ong m aybe  25 pilots .  Since  it’s  so close  to w h e re  I live, I go up on th e  m ajority of trips  to 
th e  top, and am  partly re spons ible for it’s  developm ent.

So w h y do I th ink  it rate s  som e  aspects  of an advanced s ite?  Th e  first th ing to rem em ber about 2bear 
is  th at it s its  righ t in th e  m iddle of a regional convergence  zone caus ed by th e  Olym pic M ountains . 
Additionally, it is  located on one  end of a com paratively sm all ridge  in th e  m iddle of a valley running 
east/w e st, w h ich  s ets  up a “m ini” convergence  zone w ith in th e  bigger one , som etim e s  leading to 
interm ittent “over-th e -back ” launch  conditions .  Actually, th e s e  convergence  zone s  m ove north  or 
south , go aw ay, or vary in intens ity all th e  tim e , m ak ing th ings  potentially com plicated in th e  air, at 
launch , and in th e  LZ .  W e also fre q uently com e acros s  s h ear layers  at various  altitude s , w h e re  w inds  
are  blow ing at vastly different spe eds , and som etim e s  in different directions .  O n one  fligh t, I 
encountered strong h eadw inds  at altitude , m ak ing very little progre s s  over th e  ground and didn’t th ink  
I w ould m ak e  th e  LZ , but w ent th rough  a s h ear layer at around 800’ and th en s h ot forw ard lik e  a 
rock et to an eventual good landing.  I w as  luck y.  Th e  oth er pilots  did not fly th at day, and if I h ad 
k now n before  h and about th at s h ear layer, I w ouldn’t h ave flow n e ith e r.  O n anoth er day, Steve M . 
com pared m uch  of h is  fligh t to a w as h ing m ach ine  on rins e  cycle, but th en encountered air by th e  
falls th at w as  so sm ooth  th at h e  boated around for h alf an h our, w aiting for us  to arrive at th e  LZ  to 
pick  h im  up.  It can be  a little m isleading to talk  about w ind direction at 2bear w ith out including 
elevations , and you s h ould be  prepared for th e  general forecast to be  com pletely w rong.  By-th e -w ay, 
NOAA, M M 5, and oth er s ite s  often disagre e  as  to w h at th ey th ink  it’s  going to be  lik e  th e re .

Th e  next th ing to be  w ary of is  th e  launch  its elf.  It’s  a flat landing w ith  a ste ep lip in front, a lot lik e  
Brem er, so you ne ed to be  able to inflate th rough  th e  rotor, w alk  or run to th e  edge , and th en m ak e  
your launch  decis ion.  As  if th at’s  not tech nical enough , w e  often encounter “lee -s ide  th e rm als”, 
w h ere  th e  south  face collects  th e  h eat and releas e s  it for good cycles  (or not) w h ich  som etim e s  in 
varying degre e s  can dom inate th e  over-th e -back  convergence  bre eze .  Th is  lee  s ide  th e rm al idea w as  
really apparent about a m onth  ago, w h en lift w as  abundant above th e  ridge , but if you sunk  below  th e  
ridge  and to th e  south  of it, you got big tim e  s ink  and h eavy h anded (but som e h ow  m anageable w ith  
enough  altitude) turbulence… … .th is  de spite  th at w e  h ad all launch ed into nice  south erly cycles . 
Som etim e s  th e  flag w ill be  indicating righ t in your face, but w ill be  just w ind, or th e  th e rm al m igh t be  
releas ing in front of launch  a couple of h undred yards .  You ne ed to be  able to recognize  th e  
difference  in th e s e  conditions  and launch  in th e  righ t cycle as  w ell as  fly aw ay from  or next to th e  h ill, 
depending on said cycle, or perh aps  find yours elf sailing into very s ink ing and/or turbulent conditions  
clos e  to th e  ground.

Th e  oth er th ing to w atch  out for h e re  is  th e  LZ  and valley w inds .  Th e s e  h ave perh aps  be en th e  m ost 
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cons istent out of everyth ing I’ve m entioned, m ostly blow ing up valley.  H ow ever, as  is  com m on w ith  
valleys  lik e  th is , th e re  often s e em s  to be  a venturi effect so  th e  surface valley w ind is  strong and 
som etim e s  turbulent.  W e h ave often h ad som e  problem  penetrating on final, and s everal pilots  h ave 
h ad to tak e  last m inute evas ive action to avoid th e  fence  or vegetable garden.  O n one  occas ion, th is  
valley venturi m ay h ave contributed to an injury accident furth er dow n th e  valley.  M ore  rarely, 
h ow ever, if th e re  is  a strong w e sterly regional w ind, th en dow n valley w inds  can occur.  You just h ave 
to be  s ite  aw are  and w atch  for it on th e  day.

To sum  up, 2bear is  by com parison a new  s ite , w ith  relatively few  fligh ts  upon w h ich  to form  our 
opinions .  Th e  topograph y and convergence  location of it m ak e  it a m ore  com plex (and exciting) 
propos ition for launch ing and flying, and th e  LZ  tak e s  som e  focus ed s ite  k now ledge to m ak e  it safe . 
O ur experience  so far s h ow s  th at flying conditions  h e re  can be  very turbulent, som etim e s  m ore  
turbulent th an even th e  m ost experienced am ong us  are  com fortable w ith .  Fly it by all m eans , but tak e  
advantage of an experienced pilot w ith  local k now ledge, w h o by h is  exam ple w ill be  m ore  lik ely to 
k now  w h en or even if launch ing is  a good idea.

A VERY COOL PROGRAM
by Steve  M e ssm an

Recently, I w ent on a very cool trip to th e  Wallow a M ountains  in north east 
O regon. It is  a trip I tak e  w ith  s everal friends  every year, but th is  w as  th e  be st.  I 
still h aven’t m ade  it to th e  top of Jos eph  Peak , but I w as  just about level w ith  it, 
and top or not, I did m anage to get an 18 m ile fligh t out of it.  Not a bad deal.  But 
no, th is  is  not a fligh t report.   Th is  is , instead, a report of th e  w ork  I did AFTER 
th e  fligh t.  

O ne  of th e  folk s  I w as  w ith  h appened to be  an engine er, and th e refore  intere sted in 
such  th ings  as  com puter program s  and GPS track s .  H e  dow nloaded th e  track s  of m y fligh t, gave th em  
to m e  on m y “th um b drive” and s h ow ed m e  h ow  to put th em  into a m ap program  lik e  M apSource  by 
Garm in.  Th e  q ue stion th en becam e, “H ow  can I put m y GPS track  onto Google Earth ?” Th at w as  th e  
beginning of m y s earch , and th at s earch  took  m e  to a w eb s ite  nam ed 'w w w .h ybridgeotools .com '.  You 
m igh t w ant to go th e re  if you are  intere sted in reliving your favorite  fligh ts , becaus e  you certainly can, 
every s ingle circle in even th e  sm allest of th e rm als .

First of all, I as sum e  you h ave Google 
Earth  and k now  h ow  to us e  it.  Th en, if 
you go to 'w w w .h ybridgeotools .com ', 
look  for Active GPX Route Player and 
click  on th e  “dow nload” button for th e  
fre e  vers ion.  Th e  dow nload and 
installation is  standard and easy.  W h at 
you get for your troubles  is  a very cool 
tool to visualize  and even play your 
fligh t just lik e  it w as  a m ovie .  Th e  
Active GPX Route Player is  in fact a 
player.  It m oves  th e  icon th at 
repre s ents  you along your path . 
Depending on h ow  you h ave 
configured your view  of Google Earth , 
you can be  floating past th os e  m ountain 
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peak s  every rainy day of th e  year.

H e re  is  h ow  it w ork s .
 1. Go to 'w w w .h ybridgeotools .com '
 2. Click  th e  dow nload button for th e  fre e  vers ion
 3. Accept th e  term s  and do th e  standard installation.
 4. O nce th e  program  is  installed and running, you h ave a couple of options .

 a) You can us e  your ow n m apping softw are  to dow nload your de s ired track  to your de s k top (I 
saved m ine  as  a .gpx file .)  Drag and drop th at file into th e  GPX player.
 b) You can us e  th e  GPX Player to dow nload directly from  your Garm in GPS.

 5. Go to th e  View  m enu, and s elect Google Earth  as  th e  view er (Th at’s  your only option.)
 6. Adjust th e  view  of Google Earth  to th e  view ing m agnification and angle th at you w ant.
 7. Pus h  th e  play button on th e  GPX player and w atch  th e  m agic.  A little icon th at repre s ents  you 
w ill be  traveling in real (scaled) tim e  along your ow n GPS track .  If th at track  is  on top of 
m ountains , or next to rock  peak s , th at is  exactly w h at you w ill s e e .  And, you w ill be  m oving along 
th at track , just lik e  you w ere  flying th at route again.  It is  aw e som e!!

You h ave a lot of options  now — again.  By us ing th e  icons  at th e  bottom  of th e  GPX player, you can:
1. Ch ange th e  angle and range w h en track ing.
2. Ch ange th e  color of track s .
3. You can anch or your track s  to th e  ground or us e  th e  absolute altitude  s etting (recom m ended.)
4. You can anch or your traveling icon to th e  ground or us e  th e  absolute altitude  s etting 
(recom m ended.)
5. You can add som eone  else’s  track  to your play list, ch ange th e  color of h is/h e r track s , and run 
th at one  (up to 50) at th e  sam e  tim e — so you can relive your victory or your defeat.
6. You can ch ange th e  curtain opacity. (Th e  top and th e  bottom  of your absolute altitude  s ettings  are  
connected by a “curtain.”) 
7. You can ch ange th e  icon th at travels th e  track  during play.
8. And, w h o k now s  w h at else .  

W h ile your are  traveling, you can s e e  th e  scaled spe ed and distance .  You can s e e  th e  actual spe ed and 
distance .  And, you can s e e  th e  total distance traveled.  For a fre e  tool, it’s  very cool.

I h ave included som e  picture s  of m y track s .  You can s e e  h ow  th e  altitude  ch ange s  during fligh t.  You 
can s e e  th e  path  I took  along th e  m ountain ridge .  You can s e e  th e  turns  in a th e rm al.  And you can s e e  
th e  turns  I took  at landing to determ ine  w ind direction. 

Enjoy.
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Th e  Can-Am  Fly -in
by Jim  Baldo

I’ve be en ch eck ing th e  forecast for m ore  th an a w e e k .  Th is  h as  only increas ed 
m y anxiety of vis iting a new  s ite .  Plus, vis iting during a fly-in adds  anoth er 
layer of discom fort.  Flying w ith  unfam iliar pilots  can be  ch allenging.  Placing 
one s  trust in anoth er pilot's  h ands  can leave one’s  stom ach  fe eling q ueasy.  Yet, 
I’m  also fe eling giddy.  Flying a s ite  w ith  3600 vertical all but guarantee s  a good 
fligh t.  Flying a s ite  w ith  3600 vertical is  bound to be  jaw  dropping gorgeous .

Black  M ountain is  s ituated in north ern Was h ington, north  of M aple Falls, east of 
Sum as , and just south  of th e  Canadian border.  Standing on launch  look ing 

north , one  can s e e  th e  Fras ie r Valley –  a valley w h ich  its elf is  surrounded by spectacular flying s ite s  for 
our north ern ne igh bors .  Gazing south , M t. Bak er loom s  large in th e  distance .  Below  us  to th e  w e st is  
Silver lak e . For th e  m ost part it is  surrounded by tre e s  but on it’s  south ern s h ore  th e re  is  a large field, a 
field w h ich  is  th e  location for group cam ping and th e  h eadq uarters  for th is  w e e k end's  activitie s . Th is  
field also doubles  as  th e  prim ary LZ .  It’s  large . Paragliders  and h ang gliders  can eas ily s h are  it.

Th e  first th ing one  notice s  at launch  is  th at it’s  carpeted –  a rarity for fly s ite s  th at I vis it.  Th e  s econd is  
its  s ize .  It’s  bas ically th e  w idth  of th e  gravel road.  A piece  of carpet h olds  back  th e  vegetation on th e  
uph ill s ide  and provide s  a place to layout one’s  w ing.  A s econd piece  h olds  back  th e  vegetation on th e  
dow nh ill s ide  and provide s  a runw ay - a very ste ep runw ay - for launch .  H aving cycles  com ing up th e  
face h elps  w ith  one’s  confidence  and s h ould provide  an easy inflation and an uneventful launch . 
Waiting too long to launch  and h aving th e  clouds  block  out th e  sun ending th os e  cycles  th us  allow ing 
th e  ligh t bas e  w ind to cycle about 110 degre e s  cros s  is  not so encouraging.

But som e  sun doe s  return and w ith  it som e  very ligh t cycles  allow ing m ost to do a forw ard launch  and 
explore  for 15 m inute s  or so as  th ey gently sled to th e  LZ  far below .  Th os e  arriving later th is  day w ill 
be  gre eted w ith  sligh tly better conditions  at launch  but not q uite  good enough  to soar.

Th e  Can-Am  fly-in include s  a com petition but a very low  k ey one .  Th e  th re e  events  in w h ich  pilots  
com pete  are  th e  egg h unt, fligh t duration, and spot 
landing.  Th e  egg h unt cons ists  of finding a m ark e r in an 
unidentified field to th e  north  and th en de scribing th at 
m ark e r to th e  field judge w h en one  lands .  Th e  duration 
conte st is  to stay aloft as  clos e  to a one  h our duration as  
pos s ible w ith out going over th e  h our.  Th e  spot landing 
conte st is  s elf explanatory.  Th e s e  “ch allenge s” add an 
extra fun dim ens ion to th e  fly-in.

Saturday’s  conditions  alth ough  ligh t, allow ed pilots  one  
to scratch  for an h our or m ore .  If one  w ere  luck y, it w as  
even pos s ible to spend som e  tim e  above launch  albe it 
briefly.  As  far as  flying north  to locate th at m ak er, I did not w itne s s  anyone h eaded in th at direction. 
Th e  conditions  be ing w h at th ey w ere , w ould undoubtedly lead you to an early landing landing or a 
landing aw ay from  th e  LZ .

Sunday ended up be ing a no fly day for all but a couple of pilots  as  h igh  clouds  m oved in and inh ibited 
th e  th e rm al cycles  at launch .

Black  M ountain h as  th e  potential to be  a prem ie r flying s ite  if th e  conditions  are  favorable and one  th at 
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you s h ould add to your “to vis it” list.  Th e  
Can-Am  fly-in w as  very w ell organized, 
provided th e  m ain cours e  for a pot luck  type  
dinner on Saturday evening,  and a fre e  
pancak e  break fast on both  Saturday and 
Sunday.  W ith  an entry fe e  of $35, w h ich  i
ncluded tw o nigh t's  of cam ping, it can’t be  
beat.

Pleas e  contribute  your storie s  and ph otos  
to th e  new sletter.  W ith out your 
contributions , th is  new sletter can not exist.

Th e subm is s ion deadline  for th e  next 
new sletter is  Septem ber 25th .

2008 Club O ffice rs
Pre side nt M ik e  McIntyre

Vice  Pre side nt Steve  M e ssm an

Secretary Jim  H arm on

Treasure r Kath y  Sm ith

Dire ctor (Google  List) David Grisw old

Director (Safety) Doug Ette r

Ne w slette r Jim  Baldo

Th e  e ditor w ould lik e  to 
th ank  all th at h ave  

subm itte d storie s, ph otos, 
and article s.  It's you w h o 

h elp drive  th e  succe ss of th e  
club.

Th e annual club m eeting will be h eld in Novem ber.  At th at tim e, voting for 
club officers will tak e place.  It's th rough  m em ber participation with  new 
and fresh  ideas th at th is club continues to strive.  Please contribute to th e 
club's success by volunteering for an officer position.  Address your 
inquiries to any club officer.




