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Flying Strong W inds at Ft. Ebe y
by W ayne  Maxw ell

A q ue stion w as  recently posted about flying at Fort Ebey w h en th e  w inds  are  
on th e  stronger s ide .  H e re  are  som e  item s  to cons ider not only th ere , but at 
oth er s ite s .

• Before  com m itting to launch , you s h ould h ave a good idea about th e  spe ed 
of your glider and your personal s k ill level.

• A specific m ph  num ber can not be  us ed as  you ne ed to tak e  into 
cons ideration th e  dens ity altitude  of th e  s ite .

•  Be sure  your spe ed system  is  in top s h ape , and you can acce s s/us e  it eas ily.  I h igh ly recom m end th e  
cable system  th at m ak e s  th e  first step h ang out in front a little bit.  For m e , it w as  th e  greate st 
e q uipm ent im provem ent I've ever m ade .

• In general at Fort Ebey, you can fly in anyth ing you can 
controllably launch  in but you ne ed to as k  yours elf "W ill it be  fun?" 
 At oth er s ite s  th is  doe s  not h old true  as  you m ust tak e  th e  terrain 
into cons ideration.   

• It's  extrem ely im portant to k now  th at th e  w ind w ill be  a bit 
stronger, h aving a m ore  h orizontal com ponent, a little h igh e r up. Th e  
h igh e r you go th e  greater th e  pos s ibility of be ing blow n back .

• If ridge  soaring in very strong w inds , DO  NOT LET YOURSELF GET M UCH  H IGH ER TH AN 
LAUNCH !!  M ove out front, or us e  big ears  and try to find th e  location out front w h e re  you don't go 
up or dow n, th en just w ork  in and out of th at.  Th at location ch ange s  as  th e  w ind direction and velocity 
ch ange s , and it's  a very fine  line .  Bew are  th at s ink ing out is  also fairly easy w h en playing th is  gam e .

• If you ne ed to us e  your spe ed bar very m uch , it's  probably be st to land.  It's  be st to save it for a 
sudden, unexpected w ind increas e .

• ALWAYS, w atch  th e  w ater out front, as  you can usually s e e  stronger w inds  com ing.

• W h en landing, do not get m uch  be h ind your target, as  your penetration m ay be  very little or even nil.

• If you h ave spe ed instrum ents , find out if your particular glider los e s  or gains  spe ed in big ears .

• If your spe ed system  is  difficult to get at, a q uick  application of big ears  im m ediately after launch  
m ay be  a w is e  decis ion.

• At W h idby Island, if you've let yours elf get too h igh  and are  be ing blow n back , you probably still 
h ave one  ch ance left.  Since  th e  w ind is  s eldom  straigh t in, you can turn and crab dow nw ind around 
th e  corner for a beach  landing.  A long w alk  is  m uch  better th an a tre e  landing.
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W inding Up
by Je rry  Devlin

O n April first (th is  is  not a 
jok e), I h eaded off to Dog 
M ountain and w as  able to 
catch  a ride  to launch  w ith  a 
couple of h anglider pilots  
th at w ere  s etting up for th e  
frostbite  w e e k end.  Th e  
forstbite  fly-in provide s  an 
opportunity to buy a k ey to fly Dog M t for $60. 
Th e  h angs  s et up and launch ed leaving m e  to 
follow .  Th e  s et up area w as  covered in snow  and 
w as  sloppy so I s et up over th e  lip straigh tening 
m y line s  w h ile m oving dow n th e  ste ep slope .

I tick led m y A's  to inflate th e  glider.  Th e  w ing 
eas ily cam e overh ead w h ile at th e  sam e  tim e  I 
slipped and w as  briefly lifted 3 or 4 fe et off th e  
ground.  As  I m onentarily touch ed back  dow n, I 
stum bled 3 or 4 steps  back w ard and w as  lifted 
again still facing back w ard - “Not Good!”  To 

add to m y problem s , w h en I stum bled I also 
spun so now  m y ris e rs  h ad 2 tw ists  and w as  
h eading uncontrolably tow ard som e  firs .  
Luck ily I cras h ed th rough  th em  and continued 
flying.  Unluck ily, I w as  spun around again and 
now  h ad 4 ris e r tw ists .

I m anged to undo one  tw ist but as  I w as  w ork ing 
on th e  s econd, I cras h ed into a 50 ft. alder th is  
tim e  ending m y fligh t.  Quick ly tak ing stock  of 
th e  s ituation, I w as  uninjured (except for m y 
ego) and th e  w ing appeard fine .  I unbuck led m y 
h arne s s  and s h im m ied dow n th e  tre e .  M y saw  
m ade  q uick  w ork  of th e  alder but I ran out of 
fuel before  a s econd alder could be  dow ned to 
fre e  th e  re st of m y w ing.  Th e  next m orning, I 
returned to finis h  th e  job and retrieved m y w ing.

And So It Be gins!
by Jim  Baldo

In last m onth s  new sletter, 
Doug Etter w rote  a very nice  
article about  staying safety as  
springtim e  approach e s .  Pleas e  
tak e  h e ed.  M aybe  it's  becaus e  
I've be en out to th e  flying s ite s  
m ore  th is  year th an oth ers  but 
it s e em s  to m e  th at th e re  are  
m any m ore  accidents  th is  year th an in recent 
years  past.   I th ough  I'd s h are  w ith  you th e  one s  
I've h eard about so far th is  year.

* See  th e  article to th e  left.
* A pilot at O ceans ide  flew  into a tre e  after h e  
q ue stioned th e  w ind direction h e  obs e rved w h ile 
on launch .  No injurie s .
* A pilot at cliffs ide  dislocated h is  finger w h ile 
top landing.
* 2 pilots  at cliffs ide  rece ived m inor cuts  w h ile 
launch ing in strong w inds .
* A pilot at cliffs ide  rece ived a cut (dow n to th e  
k ne e  cap) re q uiring 15 stitch e s  w h ile landing at 
th e  low er park ing area LZ .
* A pilot at Petterson's  Butte brok e  an ank le and 
rece ived a s e rious  cut on th e  oth er one  w h ile 
trying to com plete a 360 to stay in a th e rm al but 
ran out of room  and flew  into th e  h ill
* 3 pilots  at O ceans ide  w ere  blow n back  after 
launch ing in h igh e r w ind conditions .
* A pilot at O ceans ide  launch ed w ith out h is  leg 
straps  buck led.  H e  w as  not  follow ing h is  
norm al routine  and did not do a prefligh t ch eck . 
H e  landed righ t after launch ing and w as  not 
injured.

Pleas e  be  careful out th ere .  Try to curb your 
enth us iasm  for fligh t and let your brain do it's  
job.  O bs e rve, contem plate, and th en fly or fly 
not.  In Wayne's  article th is  m onth , h e  as k s  th e  
q ue stion, "W ill it be  fun?"  Alw ays  as k  yours elf 
th at q ue stion before  fligh t.  And above all, strive 
to do your be st and to im prove your s k ills .
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2008 Club O ffice rs
Pre side nt Kim  Sm ith

Vice  Pre side nt M ik e  McIntyre

Secretary Jim  H arm on

Treasure r Kath y  Sm ith

Dire ctor (Social) Steve  M e ssm an

Dire ctor (Safety) Doug Ette r

Ne w slette r Jim  Baldo
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(Google  List David Grisw old)

Pleas e  contribute  your storie s  and ph otos  
to th e  new sletter.  W ith out your 
contributions , th is  new sletter can not exist.

Th e subm is s ion deadline  for th e  next 
new sletter is  M ay. 27th .

Th is  m onth 's  ph otos  subm itted by: 
Gail &  Jim  Baldo, Jim  H arm on

Please  Sh are  your Storie s

and PH OTOS!

Doug Paeth  Soars Bainbridge  Island!
ph oto by  Jim  H arm on




