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FF¥ing Strong W inds atFt Ebey
by Wayne Maxw e ll

A questionwas recentl postd aboutfling atFortEbey when te winds are
on te strongerside. Here are some iems © consider notonl tere, butat
otersies. B

<Before com m itting © kunch, you shou ll hawe agood idea aboutte speed
ofyour g lder and your personakki Bihe 1

<A specificm ph num ber can notbe used as you need  take into
consideration te density allitude oftie sitk.

< Be sure yourspeed systm is in top shape, and you can access/use iteasib. Ihigh ¥ reconmend te
cab B sysem tatmakes te firstsephang outin fronta Itk bit Forme,itwas tie greakst
equipm entim pronem entl\e exerm ade.

=In generallatFortEbey, you can fl¥ in anyt ing you can

contro b ¥ Bunch in butyou need  ask yourse F"W i litbe fun?
Atotersits tis does notho M true as youm usttake te €rrain
into consideration.

elts extreme I im portantto know tatte wind willbe abit
stronger, having am ore h orizontallcom ponent, a Itth higherup. The
higheryou go tie greatr tie possibi ly ofbeing b bw n back .

<Ifridge soaring in \ery strong winds, DO NOTLETYOURSELFGETMUCH H IGH ER TH AN
LAUNCH I Mow outfront, or use big ears and try t find te bcation outfrontwhere you don‘tgo
up ordown, ten ustwork inand outoft at That bcation changes as tie wind direction and \& bcity
changes, and its axery fine Ine. Bew are tatsinking outis allo fair¥ easy when p Rying tis game.

<Ifyou need 10 use your speed bar\ery much, its probab ¥ bestto bnd. Its bestto saw itfora
sudden, unexpectd wind increase.

<ALWAYS,wafch tie watroutfront, as you can usuall see stronger w inds com ing.
<\When Bnding, do notgetm uch behind your target, as your pene tration m ay be \ery Itth orexennill
elfyou haw speed instrum ent, find outifyour particu kr g Ider bses or gains speed in big ears.

<Ifyourspeed systm is difficu kto getat, aquick app Bcation ofbigears immediat ¥ afer hunch
may be aw ise decision.

<AtWhidby Is bnd, ifyou\e Rktyourse Fgetto high and are being b bw n back , you probab ¥ st il
hawe one chance Bft Since te wind is se Bom straigh tin, you can turn and crab dow nw ind around
te comer forabeach Bnding. A bngwal is much beter t an atree Bnding.




Winding Up

by Jrry Devin

OnApri Hirst(tis is nota
Joke), I'headed offto Dog
Mountain and was ab f ©
catch aride © hunch wit a
coup B ofhang Ider pi bt
tatwere seting up fortie
frostit weekend. The
forstbie fl-in provMdes an
opportunity o buy akey o fly Dog M tfor 950.
The hangs setup and hunched BavMngme ©
folbw. The setup areaw as covered in snow and
was s bppy so Isetup oner tie Bp straigh £ning
my Eneswhilb movingdown tie steps bpe.

I ick Bdmy A% o inflke te glder. The wing
easily came onerhead whill attie same time |
s Bpped and w as briefl Ifed 3 or4 feetoffte
ground. As I monentari ¥ touched back down, I
stumb Bd 3 or4 stps backward and was ked
again st Bfacing backw ard - “NotGood!”>To

add omy prob Ems,when Istumbld I allo
spunsonow my risers had 2 wist and w as
heading uncontro kb ¥ tow ard som e firs.
Luckil I crashed trough tem and continued
f¥ing. Unlicki¥, I was spun around again and
now had 4 riser wis®.

I manged o undo one twistbutas | was working
on te second, | crashed into a50 ft aBer tis
time endingmy flight Quick ¥ tking stock of
te situation, I was uninjured (exceptformy
ego)and te wing appeard fine. 1 unbuck Bd my
harness and shimm ied down te tree. My saw

m ade quick work ofte alerbutl ran outof
fue Bbefore asecond aMer cou M be dow ned
free te restofmy wing. The nextm oring, |
returned 1 finish te job and retriexed my wing.

And So ItBegins!
by Jim Ballo

In Bstmontis news Bter,
Doug Eterwrok a\ery nice
artich about staying safety as
springtim e approaches. Plase
take heed. Maybe its because
Ie been outto te fing sits
more tis yeartian otiers but
itseems tome tatbere are
many m ore accident tis year taninrecent
years past 1tough I'dshare with you te ones
Ie heard aboutso far tis year.

*See tie artick o te Bt

*A pibtatOceanside flw into a tree aferhe
questioned tie wind direction he obsened whill
on bunch. No inuries.

*A pibtatcHEide dis bcatd his fingerwhil
top Bnding.

*2 pibt atcHEide received minorcut whilk
Bunch ing in strong w inds.

*A pibtatcHEide received acut(downto tie
knee cap) requiring 15 stitthes wh il Bnding at
te bwerparking area LZ .

*A pibtatPeterson’s Bute broke an ank I and
received aserious cutonte oberone whil
trying o conp bt a360 b stay inatem albut
ran outofroom and flw ino te hill

*3 pibt atOceanside were b bwn back afer
Bunching inhigherwind conditions.

*A pibtatOceanside Bunched witouthis Bg
straps buck Bd. He was not folbwinghis

nom allroutine and did notdo a pre fligh tcheck .
H e Bnded righ tafier hunching and w as not
injured.

Plase be carefullouttere. Try 1o curb your
entusiasm for fllgh tand Btyour brain do its
Job. Obsene, conemp ke, and tien fl or ¥
not InWayne’ artich tiis mont ,he asks te
question, "W iHlitbe fun? A W ays ask yourse F
t atquestion before fight And abowe alstrive
10 do your bestand 1o im prove your ski .
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PRase contribut your stories and ph otos
o te news kter. Wit outyour
contributions, tiis news Btier can notexist

The subm ission dead Ine for te next
news Bteris May. 27t.
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